What are true riches?

But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and
clothing, with these we will be content. 1 Timothy 6:6–8 (ESV)
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The secret to a godly life is always and only found in
Jesus.

If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 1 Timothy
6:3 (ESV)

1. True wealth is having Christ, not having money.
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrews
13:5 (ESV)
And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.” Luke 12:15 (ESV)

he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy
craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means
of gain. 1 Timothy 6:4–5 (ESV)

2. Wealth is a gift from God that can lead us to worship or to wander.
“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his
commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you
today, lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses
and live in them, and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver
and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, then your heart
be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the
great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and
thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of
the flinty rock, who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your
fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you
good in the end. Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the
might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he
may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
Deuteronomy 8:11–18 (ESV)

…imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 1 Timothy 6:4-5 (ESV)

3. A poor life is not necessarily more pleasing to God than a wealthy life.
The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 1
Samuel 2:7 (ESV)

People leave Jesus because of arrogance and
ignorance.

4. Seek to please God and he will take care of the needs in your life.

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat
or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds
of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?
And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore
do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you. Matthew 6:25–33 (ESV)

What are the results of loving money?

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pangs. 1 Timothy 6:9–10 (ESV)

How do I know if I love money?

1. Am I more concerned about my profit or honesty and a job well-done?
2. Do I want to buy what in novel and new or am I content with what I
have?
3. Am I borrowing myself into bondage?
4. Do I tithe?
5. Do I flaunt what I wear, drive or own?
6. Do I resent giving money away?
7. Am I willing to enter morally gray areas to gain money?
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