Is believing the Bible an irrational leap of faith?  Are there any rational reasons to trust the Bible is the Word of God?  In Reasons to Believe Your Bible, we learn Christians aren’t expected to check their brains at the door.  Rather, our mind should feed our faith.  In Logical Reasons, we discover how the all-or-nothing claims of the Bible don’t allow us to consider it just a good book.  In Historical Reasons and Prophetic Reasons, we look at the Bible’s solid connection with history.  In Scientific Reasons, we wrestle with the Genesis account of creation versus the theory of evolution taught in high school biology.  In Providential Reasons, we interact with Dan Brown’s novel, The DaVinci Code, to learn the true story of how the books in our Bible were collected into the Bible we hold today.  In Personal Reasons, we discover the unique transforming power of the Bible to change our lives.
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Logical Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
January 9, 2011
 
	Good morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the pastors.  I would like to welcome you in the name of Christ.  We live in a world going through many changes.  One of the big changes is the loss of truth.  Truth is no longer something that is true all the time.  Today, truth is what feels true to me at this time.  Let me give you some examples.  If you are on the net, you know about Wikipedia, the on-line encyclopedia.  It is a great encyclopedia but it has a danger to it.  The articles are not necessarily based on truth, they are based on consensus.  Truth has become what most people think, not what the experts know is true.   
	Another example is on-line shopping.  I did some on-line shopping this past week for vitamins and wanted to find what experts in the field thought about the products I was considering.  It was almost impossible to find.  All I could find was star ratings and user opinions.  Even the experts had star ratings and user opinions next to them.  While that is helpful, I didn’t want peoples uneducated opinions, I just wanted the truth and that can be hard to find on-line.
	How does this relate to this morning?  We live in a culture where fifty years ago, what the Bible said was considered true.  The opinions of our culture have shifted.  If you would get star ratings and user opinions on the Bible today, you would find it doesn’t fare that well.  Most people believe the Bible is riddled with errors.  They believe it was written by men and not God. They believe it is a book science and archaeology have proven wrong.  Most people believe the Bible is no different from the other books in the constellation of religious options given us today.  
	While that may be how the world rates the Bible, I am not interested in what everybody thinks, I want to know the truth.  
	In this series we will discover the truth about the Bible.  This morning we will examine the Bible from the discipline of logic.  In the weeks that follow, we will examine the Bible from the disciplines of archeology, science and prophecy.  We will look at high school biology text books and the claims of evolution versus the Biblical claim of special creation.  We will look at Dan Brown’s DaVinci Code and learn how the books in our Bible really came together.   
	Students and young adults, I know sometimes you doubt your faith.  I know it is hard to give an answer for your faith to your friends.  This series is for you.  What we will cover in the next two months is essential if your faith will survive the onslaught of a postmodern world.  When your parents ask you to skip church and go skiing, tell them you want to stay home and go to church.  
	Because we have a lot to cover, we are diving right into the discipline of logic.  Here is the point of this weeks message.
	We can trust the Bible is God’s Word because it claims to be!
	I know what you are thinking.  Pastor Kurt, I learned this in college.  That is called circular reasoning.  You are simply assuming the point you want to prove.  It is like saying, “I believe you are telling the truth because you said you are telling the truth.”  That doesn’t prove anything.  If that is my lead argument for believing the Bible, you are going to tell Pastor Kurt to go back to the drawing board.
	Before you get too hasty in dismissing what the Bible has to say about itself, let us suppose a foreigner from another country was dropped off in the center of Spirit Lake.  If we wanted to find out who he is, where he came from and what brought him there, what would we do?...  We might call in experts in genetics to test his blood, experts in ethnic history to examine his features to learn more about him; but before we did all that, why wouldn’t we just ask him to tell his story?  After all, the story he told could yield evidence about him that scientists could never reveal.  After all, he may simply be telling the truth.
	We will let scientific disciplines cross-examine the Bible in future weeks, but let’s begin by letting the Bible simply tell its story.  Let’s see what we can learn from the logic of that. 
The Bible claims to be the Word of God.
	Open the Old Testament and it doesn’t take long to find what the Bible claims. 
	The Bible claims to contain the very spoken words of God.
	 It claims to contain the actual spoken words of God.
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. Exodus 20:1–3 (ESV)
And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. Exodus 7:1 (ESV)
	There are many times the Bible claims to contain the actual words God spoke.  For instance, it records some of the words God spoke to Adam and Eve.  It records conversations God had with Abraham.  It records God talking with Moses at the burning bush.  Human language is not a barrier for God.  The Bible claims to be a record of some of God’s actual words.
The Bible claims to contain the words of God spoken through prophets.
 
I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. Deuteronomy 18:18–19 (ESV)
	The Bible says God put His words into the mouths of his prophets and the prophets spoke God’s words to the people.  Not only does the Bible claim to have Gods own spoken words but it claims to have God’s Words spoken through His prophets to His people.
And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the Lord your God, with which he commanded you. For then the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought out a man after his own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.” 1 Samuel 13:13–14 (ESV)
	Samuel said Saul did not keep the command the Lord gave him.  Who gave the command?  The Lord didn’t speak to Saul directly.  The Lord spoke to Saul through Samuel.  Samuel spoke with the authority of God because he was speaking God’s Words, so when Saul broke Samuel’s word, he was breaking God’s word.  That is only one of many times when a prophet claimed to be speaking with authority because he was speaking God’s Words.
...I will put my words in his mouth,... Deuteronomy 18:18 (ESV)
	God’s spoken words and the words God spoke through his prophets are unique because the Bible claims they are flawless.
The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times. Psalm 12:6 (ESV)
	The word pure here means freedom from imperfections.
This God—his way is perfect; the word of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. Psalm 18:30 (ESV)
	The word true here means flawless.
	In fact, if you were to take the books of the Old Testament and look through them you would find that almost all of them claim this authority. They either claim to be recording God’s Words or someone speaking God’s words.
	The New Testament claims to be God’s Words.
	When you come to the New Testament, it just as clearly claims to contain both God’s spoken Word and his Words spoken through his prophets.
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV)
	This is one of the clearest and best-known verses in the Bible.  It has a primary and a secondary reference.  Its primary reference is to the Old Testament, its secondary reference is to the New Testament itself.  Some of your translations say All Scripture is inspired by God.  Many people think the word inspired means that after the Bible was written, God breathed into these books and made them his words.  As the ESV helps us see, the Greek word here means breathed out, not breathed in.  So this says all the words of the Bible are literally breathed out from God.
	Amazingly, the early church recognized new Scripture was being given to them from God as the New Testament was being gathered.
as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 2 Peter 3:16 (ESV)
	When Peter writes 2 Peter he considers Paul’s letters as Scripture.  This is the same word used to describe the Old Testament Scriptures.  Peter says Paul’s writings have the same authority as the Old Testament Scriptures.
And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)
	Paul claims his letter contained the word of God, not the words of men.  Paul realizes his letter had the authority of Old Testament Scripture.  He was speaking for God.
since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 1 Peter 1:23–25 (ESV)
	Peter quotes from Isaiah in the Old Testament and tells those to whom he is writing they had God’s Word preached to them.  Peter was aware he was writing God’s Words and they would endure forever.
	Now if you go through the Bible and find how many times the Bible claims to be the Word of God, how many times do you think you would find that claim?  50? 100?  200?...  Try over 1,500.  It is almost as if God made sure he signed every page of the book.  There is absolutely no question about what the Bible claims for itself.  It claims to be the Word of God.
	Why is this important?  Logically we are left with only two options.  Either the Bible is telling the truth, and if it is, we need to know it, study it, teach it, and orientate our lives around it OR the Bible is the most fraudulent book ever written because it lies about its origins 1,500 times.  Please, do not make the illogical claim that the Bible is a book of good moral teachings and principles that are the words of men.  How can that be true if it has flat out lies about its origins 1,500 times.  Logically there is no middle ground.
The Bible has supernatural unity in spite of amazing diversity.
	Not only does the logic of the Bible’s claims for itself lead us to believe it, but the logic of it’s background compared to it’s message brings us to the same conclusion.  
	Unity with history
	Let me begin by showing you a contrast.  Joseph Smith, the founder of the Mormons, claimed to receive a special message from God that he wrote down.  That message is, “The Book of Mormon.”  Most likely you have never read it so let me take a moment to tell you about it.  It is a record of a lost civilization that existed in America.  The book of Mormon contains the details of coinages, descriptions of mountains, cities, rivers and intricate details of a past civilization that Joseph Smith claims existed in America.
	As I studied Mormonism, I learned they have a problem.  Not one geographic site mentioned in the book of Mormon ties into archeological history.  Not one shred of evidence substantiates ANY piece of the Book of Mormon.  I posted on my web site under this sermon a copy of a letter from the National Geographic Society Institute for Religious Research where they clearly state...
Archaeologists and other scholars have long probed the hemisphere's past and the society does not know of anything found so far that has substantiated the Book of Mormon.1
	The Book of Mormon has no archeological evidence behind it.  When you talk with the Mormons you ask them how they can believe in the book and do you know what they say?  “We take it by faith, just like you take the Bible by faith.”  
	Wait a minute.  There is a world of difference between the Bible and the Book of Mormon.  There are museums filled with historical evidence that document the Bible as historically accurate and reliable.  That sets the Bible in a class by itself.  Next week, we will spend a whole Sunday looking at this evidence.  Suffice it to say this morning, archaeology hasn’t proven the Bible wrong, it proves the Bible right.
	Unity of Authorship
	While the Mormons claim the book of Mormon is just like the Bible, a closer look reveals startling differences.  Unlike the Book of Mormon, which was written by one individual who claimed to be speaking for God, the Bible shows amazing unity in spite of diversity.
	The Bible is not just one book but is actually a library of 66 different books, written by over 40 authors, in 3 different languages over a period of 1,500 years.
	Find another book that took 1,500 years to write.  During that time empires rose and fell, cultures came and went, yet none of that affected the unity of the message of the Bible.  There was no general editor who trimmed and adjusted the Bible’s message to make it fit together.
	The 40 different authors came from different professions.  Some were kings, others were fishermen, one worked for an ancient version of the IRS, others were shepherds and one was even a medical doctor.
	It would be difficult to find a more diverse collection of writers.  They run the gamut from Moses, who was highly educated; to Peter, who was a fisherman.  Though they wrote in different periods of world history, their writings fit together like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.
	The books were penned under different circumstances and in different countries and cultures such as Asia, Africa, and Europe.  Paul wrote from a dungeon in Rome, James wrote from Jerusalem, Moses from Sinai, Daniel from Babylon.
	The Bible discusses diverse theological matters such as the nature of God and his purposes, the characteristic of good and evil angels, and the nature of man and God’s plan to restore a relationship with Him.  It would be difficult to get ten men to agree on one of these things, much less forty men over 1,500 years from vastly different cultures.
	This unity is unparalleled by any other piece of written material in the world.  It is as if God was building a cathedral using forty different architects from different corners of the world who did their work separately over 1,500 years, and when all the pieces were shipped to one location for assembly, they fit perfectly.
	Admittedly, in some instances the writers of the Bible knew what previous authors wrote.  They even quoted them.  For instance, Malachi probably was acquainted with other books of the Old Testament.  But Daniel would never have known, what Ezekiel wrote.  Paul didn’t know what John was writing.  James didn’t know what Paul was writing, yet they wrote consistently and agreeably about Christ and the things of God.  How does that happen?
	Unity of Theme
	The Bible writers wrote on different topics but in all that diversity, there is one central theme.  It is the theme of our separation from God because of sin and the only way that relationship can be restored is through Christ.  The Bible is not 66 different stories but the story of God’s redemption through Christ seen written through 66 different pieces.  Jesus even tells us this.
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, John 5:39 (ESV)
For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. John 5:46 (ESV)
And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. Luke 24:25–27 (ESV)
	To quote the great mathematician Pascal, 
Jesus Christ, is the one whom the two testaments regard, in the old he is the hope, in the new he is the model, and in both he is the center.
	Logically, the Bible is unique.  There is no other book that claims to be from God that has such a diverse background of authors, cultures, languages and times of history but such unity of message about God, the problem of sin, and the hope of Christ.  We all know the two things you never talk about are politics and religion because nobody agrees.  The only way such unity can be found in such diversity is if God is behind it and these are the actual words of God to us, like they claim to be.
	The Bible is a unique book.  It has been on the best seller list for the last 300 years.  The printing press was invented to produce more of the Bible.  At one time, the British and Foreign Bible Society needed to publish one copy every 3 seconds to meet demands.  That is 22 copies every minute, 1,369 copies every hour, 32,876 copies a day.
	It is interesting to watch how many people have tried to extinguish this book but instead, the Bible eclipsed them.  In 1778, Voltaire, the French Infidel, predicted that within 100 years of his life Christianity and the Bible would be swept out of existence.  Less that 50 years after his death the Geneva Bible society purchased his house so they could use his printing press to keep up with the growing demand for the Bible in Europe.
Take Action
	Looking at the bold claims of the Bible putting it in an all or nothing position means that logically we need to give the Bible serious consideration.  The unity of the Bible in spite of its diverse background means God had to be the author behind this book.
	That leads us to the third logical implication of this morning.  If the Bible is what it claims to be, we need it more in our lives so I have three ways I want us to apply this message today.  Take your registration card out.  I am going to ask you to make some commitments and you can do that by indicating that on your card today.
	1. Read the Bible - I am challenging everyone to read at least three chapters of the Bible a week during this series.  If you are new to reading the Bible, begin in the book of John or the book of Romans.  Those are some of my favorite books in the Bible and they talk about Christ.  I hope many us us will read and study more, but let’s start by keeping the bar low for everyone.  If you will make that commitment, check your card today.
	2.  Memorize Scripture - The Bible tells us to hide this word in our heart.  It is VERY powerful.  Beginning this Sunday, we are starting a new practice as a church for 2011, church wide memory of Scripture.  We are focusing on learning one verse every two weeks that dovetails into our Sunday morning teaching.  We will read the verse each Sunday morning, you will read it at the beginning of Faith U classes, and the beginning of your Small Group times.  The youth groups are working on the same verses and so is all CE and AWANA.  
	Fathers, here is your challenge.  Man up and lead your home spiritually.  Get the verse out and  have your family read it at dinner and breakfast.  Help your kids commit Scripture to memory and begin by being a man and doing it yourself.  If you are going to make that commitment to lead this way, husbands and fathers, check it off on the card.
	You will notice the cards are double-sided.  One side has a longer adult version and the other side a shorter youth version.  Use the one that is age appropriate.  
	You will notice we are learning the ESV version.  Many of us learned our verses in the NIV version.  Why aren’t we using the NIV?  Quite simply, while the NIV is good, the ESV is even more precise.  When the ESV is different from the NIV, it is because the ESV changed the wording to make it more faithful to the original Greek or Hebrew.  I know it feels a little weird to memorize in the ESV when you grew up on the NIV but the reasons I am doing this is because I love you and want you to have the clearest copy of God’s Word in your hands and in your hearts.  
	3. Read “My Professor Says the Bible is a Myth” - If you are a student, when you go to college, you will be told archeology doesn’t support the Bible.  You will get out your trusty Bible handbooks to show your professor the Bible is true and he will say that research is no longer accepted as valid.  Much of the archaeological research of the past 100 years that supports the Bible is no longer accepted.  Amazingly, there is a movement among non-Christian ancient scholars that are now realizing there needs to be a whole redefinition of historic dating methods.   This is a seismic shift in ancient history.  Amazingly, if those changes are made, Biblical history falls back in line as being right after all.  This is very cutting edge and if you are in school, you need to know this.  Everyone else should know this.  The book, My professor says the Bible is a myth just came out a little over 2 months ago.  It presents this research and is essential for defending your faith in the modern world.  So I am challenging everyone to read this book.  I will have 40 copies available to you hopefully by Monday afternoon.
	Now comes the exciting part.  Dr. Tom Tribelhorn, the author if the book, was the associate pastor of my church when I was a kid.  I called him up and asked him if he would come and present this books material.  He agreed.  So he is teaching at Cambridge in January, then coming to the bustling metropolis of Spirit Lake, Iowa for the last weekend of February to close out our series.  After that he is presenting this material at the Central District Conference of the Evangelical Free Church to other Evangelical Free Church pastors.  Very exciting stuff folks.
	When we were discussing costs of him coming that weekend, he made an interesting proposition.  He told me he really wants to get this book in as many hands as possible; in particular, he has a heart for college kids so they don’t get slaughtered by liberal Bible professors and lose their faith like he almost did.  He said, if we can sell 200 copies of the book he will cover all the costs for his coming.  Folks, I don’t know if we can sell 200 copies of his book, but I am up for trying.  Time for some belated Christmas gifts.   
	As you can see, we have an action packed January and February.  I am going to ask the worship team to come forward and close us with a song.  As they come, if you decided to follow any of the Take Action steps this morning, will you please stand as a way of publicly signaling your intent.   
Benediction
	As we close, I want to read a quote from Robert Chapman about the Bible.
	This book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, its precepts binding, its histories are true and its decisions are immutable.  Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you.  It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christians’ character.  Here paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, test the heart, and guide the feet.
	Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of pleasure.  It is given you in life, it will be opened at the judgment, and be remembered forever.  It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor and condemns all who will trifle with its sacred contents.
	Lord, thank you for the Bible.  In 2011, we recommit ourselves to this book.  Amen.  



Historical Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
January 16, 2011
 
	Welcome you in the name of Christ.  My name is Kurt and I am one of the pastors.  Last week we began a new teaching series called, Reasons to Believe Your Bible.  This is an important series because many people in our culture consider the Bible to be a work of fantasy rather than a book rooted in factual reality.  In this series, we are learning solid reasons we can trust this book as the Word of God.  Last week, we began by examining this book from the discipline of logic.  This week, we examine the Bible and its relationship to history.  Is the Bible’s history trustworthy and true?  That is the question before us.  Before we answer it, I need to warn you.  We are entering a vicious battlefield.  George Orwell put it this way.
Who controls the past controls the future; who controls the present controls the past.  - George Orwell.
	There is a renewed focus in the academic world to snap the links between the Bible and history.  If those links, which are many, are shattered; it redefines Christianity as we know it.  Let me show you how fast confidence in biblical authority has eroded in the academic world. 
	In 1990, Time magazine featured an article on the walls of Jericho entitled, Score One for the Bible.  The assumption was that for once, the Bible was right about history.  The article featured archaeologist Brian Wood, who, after an archaeological expedition, believed he had evidence for the walls of Jericho tumbling down at just the right time to match the biblical story.
	Just five years later Time magazine featured another article from the archeological community; except this one took a completely different stance.  Let me quote John Seters of the University of North Carolina from that article.  “There was no Moses, no crossing of the Red sea, no revelation on Mount Sinai.”  Time concluded the article with this sentence, “years of searching for evidence have convinced all but the most conservative experts that Abraham and the rest of the Patriarch were inventions of the Bible’s authors.”  In keeping with that viewpoint, Peter Jenning, on an ABC television special on this same subject commented at that time about Abraham, “what can historians tell us about him?  They don’t even know that he lived.”
	Confidence in biblical history has eroded so quickly that today there are few scholars left who believe there was a full military invasion by Joshua on Jericho.  The majority of scholars believe it is impossible to reconcile the Biblical story of the conquering of Jericho with archaeological evidence.  They believe if there was a Joshua, and if he passed through the region of Jericho, there certainly wasn’t an inhabited city left at that time.
	Why are these broken links important for us?  While it will not undermine the faith of those of us who are older, for those who are young, and head off to college, they will find their faith rattled by their teachers.  
	In Already Gone, a book by Ken Hamm and Britt Beemer on the 20 year olds in America, they cite some scary facts.  For the 20 year olds who grew up attending Sunday School and church, in part, because their faith is so seriously undermined in college, they are more likely than kids who didn’t grow up in the church to believe: the Bible doesn’t connect with history, to believe in evolution, to say the Bible was written by men and develop an anti-church bias in their adult years.  
	Statistically, it is almost better for kids who didn’t grow up in church when they approach the Bible than for those who did.  Now, I don’t believe the answer is to keep our kids out of church.  The answer is to give our kids answers. This morning we will do some of that.  Another way to take this a step further is to read the book, My Professor Says The Bible is a Myth, which we sold almost a hundred copies of last week.  Buy one and give it to your favorite teenager.  Of course, we will close this series at the end of February with Dr. Tom Tribelhorn, the man who wrote, My Professor Says The Bible Is A Myth speaking that weekend in church and in our community.  
	This morning, I will give you 3 reasons to believe the Bible’s history.  1) The history to theology connection  2) Important facts of Old Testament history  3)  Important facts of New Testament history
The History to Theology Connection
	Last week, we learned the Bible claims to be the word of God over 1,500 times.  Here is the question we need to answer.  “Can the Bible be the very words of God and have historical mistakes in it?”  My answer is, “No.”  Some of you are saying that isn’t fair.  How can we believe the Bible got everything right in history, especially when archaeology is telling us they are sure the Bible is wrong?  Here is my reason, if the Bible makes mistakes about history, then it will also make mistakes in theology.
	For instance, if Moses did not actually cross the Red Sea, as John Seters claims, then why should we believe God gave Moses the 10 Commandments?  If the Bible names the wrong Roman ruler when the decree was given for Joseph to return to Bethlehem, why should we believe in the virgin birth later in the same chapter?  Either the Bible is what it claims to be,... the flawless words of God, and it gets theology and history right, or none of it should be trusted as true.  If the Bible doesn’t tell the truth about historical places, events, and dates,... then we shouldn’t trust it when it talks about God.  Verifiable history and unverifiable theology are woven so closely together in the Bible, they can not be torn apart.
	Let me show you some examples.  Is the crucifixion of Christ a fact of history or a fact of theology?  It is both.  Is the original sin in the Garden of Eden by a literal Adam and Eve a fact of history or a fact of theology?  It is both.  The resurrection of Christ, is it a verifiable historical fact or a theological reality?  It is both.
	This is why verifiable history is so important.  God wants our confidence in verifiable historical facts to give us the confidence we need to trust the things we can’t verify in theology.  Let me show you what I mean.  Before Jesus healed a man in Mark 2:5 he said, “My son, your sins are forgiven.”  What do you think everyone in the room did when they heard that?  They burst out laughing.
“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Mark 2:7 (ESV)
	Jesus, anybody can say that, why should we believe you... so Jesus gives them something they can verify in history so they can believe theology.
And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” Mark 2:8–12 (ESV)
	Here is Christ’s point:  My authority to perform a visible miracle, verifiable history; proves my authority to perform an invisible miracle, unverifiable theology.  It is the verifiable historical facts that make the Christian faith logical.  So the Bible has to be telling the truth about history and theology because they are woven together.
Important Facts of Old Testament History
	The Old Testament is, in places, over 3,500 years old.  How do we know the copy of the Old Testament we have in our hand, which was copied by hand  for thousands of years, is accurate to the original?  This is an especially good question because, until recently with the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest copy of an Old Testament we had only dated back to 900 A.D., almost a thousand years after Christ.
	The Old Testament was copied accurately.
	The Jews were very strict about how they copied the Scriptures so they were sure to be accurate.  For instance, when they copied the Scriptures onto an animal skin, there was no defect allowed to be on the animal skin.  The length and number of lines on the scroll were specified.  The manuscript had to be lined.  If even 3 words were written off the line, the whole manuscript was discarded.  There was a specific recipe used for preparing the ink.  Not a single word of the manuscript was allowed to be written from memory.  The Massorite copiers even counted the number of times each letter of the alphabet occurred in every Bible book, so they could insure a copy was identical to the original.  They checked to make sure the middle letter of each book was the same in the copy and the original.  These were some of the ways they insured a copy of a Bible book was an exact copy of an original.  
	In fact, when a copy of an Old Testament book was completed, it was considered even more valuable than the original it was copied from because, as the originals decayed, the new copy was more readable.  The old copies were placed in a wooden storage vault called a Gheniza and, after time, when they decayed to the point of being worthless, they were burned.  This is one of the reasons we do not have super-old copies of the Old Testament.
	How accurate are the copies of the Old Testament we have in our hands?  When our Old Testament is compared with Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonia and Moabite literature going back thousands of years, the names of places and individuals in our Bible referring as far back as 3,900 years, match the literature of other ancient civilizations.
	The Dead Sea Scrolls, which were discovered in 1950 by a bedouin shepherd boy, provided the academic world with copies of Old Testament books that were 1,000 years older than the oldest books of our Old Testament in our possession.  When our Old Testament is compared to the Dead Sea Scrolls that are a thousand years older than previous copies, we find they are essentially identical.  Nothing has changed.  The Dead Sea Scrolls have an amazing story.  You can read it in the digging deeper section of this weeks Small Group Worksheet.
	Archaeology - The stones cry out.
	During the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, just prior to Christ’s crucifixion, the crowds worshipped him as king.  Some of the Pharisees told Jesus to rebuke his disciples for worshipping him.  Jesus said, “I tell you, if they were silent, the very stones would cry out.”  What we find as we look at archeology is the stones are crying out that the Bible is true.
		Welcome the Hittites.
	The Bible talks about an enemy nation of the Israelites called the Hittites.  For years, historians were never able to find any evidence of this vast nation, so the Bible was assumed to be wrong.  This was considered proof of the Bible’s historical inaccuracies.  In 1906 an archaeological expedition discovered the existence of the Hittite nation.  They even unearthed their capital city and over the last 100 years over 40 other cities that made up their empire.  Modern archeology now believes the Hittite nation was vast and lasted for 1,200 years.  The Bible was shown to be right after all.
		The mystery of Daniel’s king.
	In Daniel 5, the Bible talks about Belshazzar being king of Babylon.  The historical record held that Nabonitis was King.  It was a clear-cut contradiction.  The Bible was considered wrong, an open and shut case.  Then in 1956, archaeologists unearthed three stones that solved the riddle.  These stones told how Nabonitis decided to lead his armies to a far away battlefront; while he was gone, he installed his son as king,... his son’s name was Belshazzar.  Once again, the Bible proved to be accurate.
		The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
	The supernatural destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire from the sky was always considered by archaeologists to be folklore.  There is no way fire could rain down from heaven upon a city.  Archaeology recently discovered the Biblical destruction of those wicked cities by fire from heaven, was not just possible, but it is probably what happened.
	The region of Sodom and Gomorrah is located in an unstable area of the earth’s crust.  In the past, the area experienced violent earthquakes where layers of the earth were flung into the air.  The area also has a high concentration of Bitumen, a tar like oily pitch.  The rocks in the area also seem to be fused together by intense heat, much like that of a volcanic eruption.
	It is possible the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by the fallout of a volcanic eruption that possibly mixed hot lava and an underground reservoir of bitumen.  This would arch burning tar high in the sky, like a massive flame thrower.  Many archaeologists have admitted, maybe the Bible’s story of Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction was right after all.
With solid evidence supporting Old Testament history, where is the problem?
	There are two problems.  I will let the book, My Professor Says the Bible Is A Myth, and Tom Tribelhorn, develop them in greater detail .
		The Bias of a Minimalist World.
	Biblical Minimalism was a term coined in the 1960’s.  It was invented to deal with the apparent discrepancies between the Bible and archeology.  This means that only the bare minimum of the Bible, what is historically verified, is accepted as true.  The rest of the Bible is assumed to be false, unless proven otherwise.  This allows the so-called facts of history, that conflict with the biblical story, to remain unchallenged.  This means, the Exodus of Israel from Egypt is not considered true, since there is currently no extra-biblical evidence to support it.  Until just recently, King David was considered folklore, until two inscriptions were discovered that bore his name.  Since there is no external evidence to prove Abraham’s existence, it is assumed his story is biblical fabrication.
	I should note that there is definitely an anti-biblical, anti-supernatural bias in the academic world.  No other historical documents are held with such skepticism.  Other ancient manuscripts are accepted at face value and are seldom thought to need independent confirmation.  If other documents do not agree with the Bible, guess which one is assumed to be wrong? 
	The Bible is considered guilty of fraudulence until proven innocent, but no other historical documents are held to this same standard.  
		Some of the best archeology IS proving the Bible wrong.
	Some of the best, and most accurate, archeology is proving the Bible wrong.  For example, our growing knowledge of the ancient world is further demonstrating that when Joshua came to Jericho, the city was uninhabited and flat to the ground.  So much for the walls of Jericho coming down supernaturally.  The Bible is assumed to be wrong.
	This is where God has a great sense of humor.  While some of us would like to ignore these disturbing facts, God has way of helping the rest of us.  David Rohl’s, a dutch scientist who is not a Christian, and other scholars, have come to the realization that the time-line we are using to date the ancient world is off by several hundred years.  If David Rohls is right, and it appears he is, several million text books will need to be re-written.  Thousands of supposed factual conclusions will need to be pushed in the garbage pile.  With the new chronology, the walls of Jericho were standing when Joshua came to Jericho.  The Bible was proven to be right once again. 
	As you might guess, this is a hard pill for the academic world to swallow. Most scholars want to spit it out, even though the evidence backs up the conclusion.  Want to learn more?  Read the book, My Professor Says the Bible is a Myth on this exciting reversal of events.
Important Facts of New Testament History.
	If you thought the accuracy and copying of the Old Testament was amazing, wait until you hear about the New Testament.
	The New Testament was copied plentifully.
	What was important for us to remember about the Old Testament’s copying process was accuracy.  What is important for us to remember about the New Testament’s copying process is frequency.  Today we have more than 5,686 Greek copies, 10,000 Latin copies, 9,300 miscellaneous other versions.  That means today there are almost 25,000 full or partial ancient copies of the New Testament in existence from the ancient world.  There is no other book from the ancient world that even comes close to being as plentiful.  The second most plentiful copy of anything else we have from antiquity is Homer’s Iliad, of which there are only 643 partial copies in existence today and the oldest copy we have dates to 500 years after the original.  The next most plentiful work of antiquity is Herodotus, of which there are only 8 copies in existence, the oldest is 1,350 years after the original.  That means there are 40 times more originals of the New Testament than the Iliad, and over 3,125 times more originals of the New Testament than Herodotus.2  Without a question, the most accurate and plentiful book we have today from the ancient world is the New Testament.
	Even if you were to throw away all 25,000 full and partial copies of the New Testament and all you had was the quotes of the New Testament written by early church leaders, you would have 36,289 quotes of the New Testament.  In fact, you can reconstruct the entire New Testament using just those quotes.
	How close is the New Testament we have in our hand to the original?  Remember the oldest copy of the Iliad dates over 500 years after the original.  Herodotus’ oldest copy was 1,350 years after the original.  The oldest copies of the New Testament letters we have come from the very time they were written.  We have copies of Paul’s letter that go back to A.D. 50-66, less than twenty years after Jesus’ death and while Paul was still alive.  Copies of Matthew’s gospel going back to A.D. 70-80 (recent research has pushed that date even earlier).  Copies of the gospel of Mark that go back to A.D. 50-60, portions of the gospel of Luke that date to the early 60’s, and John that date between A.D. 80-100.
	Remember, the New Testament writers claim to be actual eye witnesses of the life of Christ.
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, Luke 1:1–2 (ESV)
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 2 Peter 1:16 (ESV)
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3 (ESV)
	If they were lying about being eyewitnesses, it wouldn’t work because too many people were still alive who would have laughed the Bible out of town as a hoax.  What we find is that the New Testament books were not laughed out of town but they were sought after and copied more than any other books in that day.  That is a fact of history.  Everybody wanted to read what the New Testament said.
	The New Testament is verified by secular history.
	It is not just the plentifulness of the New Testament that helps us know it was accurately copied, but much of the New Testament is verified through secular history.  We have 13 extra-biblical references to Jesus by ancient historians.  Let me share some of them with you.  
	Our first reference comes from Josephus, a Jewish historian who wrote in that date.  Here are a few of his unintentional supports of Scripture.
“...he assembled the Sanhedrin of the judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned. (Josephus, AJ, 20.9.1)
	This passage, written in A.D. 93, refers to James, the brother of Jesus, who was martyred.  He thus confirms Jesus as a real person in the first century and he identifies that others called him the Christ.
Now there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.  He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles.  He was the Christ, and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him.  For he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him, and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct to this day.  (Josephus, AJ, 18.3.3)
	Thallus wrote about A.D. 52, though none of his original works survived, another writer named Julius Africanus quoted Thallus’ work in A.D. 221 regarding the darkness that took place at the crucifixion.
On the whole world there pressed a most fearful darkness, and the rocks were rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and other districts were thrown down.  This darkness, Thallus, in the third book of his history, call, as it appears to me without reason, an eclipse of the sun.
	Africanus continues to write that he disagreed with Thallus about the darkness that took place as an eclipse of the sun.  Africanus points out that an eclipse isn’t possible during a full moon and it was a full moon at the time of Christ’s crucifixion because it was Passover.
Conclusion
	While the battle rages over the historical accuracy of the Bible, some of the world’s greatest historians have found themselves forced, in spite of their bias against this book, to classify it as a trustworthy historical document.
	Sir William Ramsey, regarded as one of the greatest archaeologists to have lived, found this happening to him.  In the course of his study of the ancient world, he studied the gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.  He expected they would be filled with historical error.  For example, in the first two chapters of Luke, he was sure that Quirinius wasn’t governor of Syria and everyone did not need to return to their ancestral town for a census.
	As he studied the evidence of history, he completely changed his opinion.
I began with a mind unfavorable to it,... it was gradually born upon me that in various details the narrative showed marvelous truth... Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy... this author should be placed along with the very greatest of historians. (Ramsey, BRDTNT, 222)
	Can we trust our Bible?  I think so.  The more confident we become in what the Bible says about history, the more confidence we have in its theology.  Jesus Christ really did die in our place for our sin.  Even though we are sinners, God loves us.
	Will there ever be a time when all the evidence is in and all our questions about the Bible are answered?  Of course not!  It is a never-ending process to reconstruct the past.  As they say in the courtroom, The Bible is true beyond reasonable doubt, you can never prove it beyond a shadow of doubt.  
	At those times, when it looks like the Bible is finally proven wrong, when it looks like the facts have put the last nail in this books coffin, watch closely my friends.  God smiles, and with a twinkle in his eye, resurrects this book when scholars discover that the measuring stick they use to date events in the ancient world were wrong after all.  Everybody goes back to the drawing board and the Bible is left standing.    
Benediction
	God, in a confusing world where Satan is pulling many of the strings, I pray first of all for our young people.  We know they will run headfirst into an academic world that is committed to mocking their faith.  I pray this mornings message would bolster their faith.  I ask that you would bring resources across their path that would help them to have answers.  Give them supernatural amounts of power so they can share their love for Christ from this book with great conviction and clarity.  
	For those of us who are older, I ask for forgiveness.  Forgive us for not preparing our children to answer the tough questions they will face.  Thank you for the many solid scholars who love you Jesus and do the hard work of holding onto the gospel and the truth of this book in an environment where they are mocked, denied funding, sequestered and ridiculed.
	As we go, we thank you for giving us good reasons to believe your good book.  Amen.
 



Prophetic Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
January 23, 2011
 
	If you are new, I would like to welcome you in the name of Christ.  My name is Kurt and I am one of the pastors.  This morning, we continue our teaching series entitled Reasons to Believe Your Bible.  In this series, we are discovering solid reasons to trust the Bible is what it claims to be,... the word of God.  This morning, we are looking at prophetic reasons to trust this book.  
	As you pass through the check out line at Wal-Mart, you can’t help but read them... they are called the tabloids... the National Enquirer, the Sun and the Globe, just to name a few.  They are newspapers that feature bold and ominous predictions about the future from famous psychics.  These papers don’t focus on reporting the news after it happens but they attempt to report the news before it happens.
	  Sometimes it looks like they get things right.  For example, the front page of many tabloids claimed that the destruction of the World Trade Center in New York was predicted by the famous 16th century psychic Nostradamus.  Is that true?  Did Nostradamus see this tragedy coming centuries before it occured?
	I have always wondered, “How accurate are the tabloids?”  I did a little research to find out.  A study of psychics and their prophecies from 1975 to 1981 revealed the major psychics made 72 predictions, but only six were fulfilled.  Two of those six were vague and another two were not surprising.  Such as... 1) “the United States and Russia will remain world leaders” and 2) “there wouldn’t be a world war.”  That isn’t impressive to me.
	The People’s Almanac, in 1976, did a study of 25 top psychics; of their predictions, 92% were wrong.  An accuracy rate of 8% does not give psychics a strong vote of confidence in anybodies book.  In fact, in 1993, psychics missed every major new story, including Michael Jordan’s retirement.
	As for the Nostradamus prediction about the collapse of the twin towers, according to www.snopes.com, an urban legend information web site, the famous Nostradamus prediction the tabloids referred to wasn’t written by him.  It was written by a student named Neil Marshall in an essay for a class in college.  The subject of the essay was how vague prophecies, such as Nostradamus’, could be reinterpreted to apply to most anything.  His sample prophecy was copied down and applied to the September 11th, tragedy.  When it comes to the psychics, Nostradamus, and other predictors of the future, one thing is clear, their predictions usually aren’t true, and they are often vague.
	When it comes to the Bible, we find it also gives prophecies, but they are very different.  Rather than vague prophecies, they are very specific, and the acceptable margin of error is not 92% but zero.  Since the Bible’s prophets are speaking for God, they must be right 100% of the time.  In fact, claiming to speak a prophecy in God’s name but not getting it right was a fast way to fit yourself with a pine overcoat.
But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’— when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not spoken;... Deuteronomy 18:20–22 (ESV)
	This morning, we are taking a few minutes to look at prophecies in the Bible.  First, we will look at some Old Testament prophecies then, we will look at the most prophesied event in the Bible, the birth, life and death of Jesus Christ.
Old Testament Prophecies
	The Bible tells us God not only knows the future, but he orders and determines it.  He knows the future of individuals and nations with complete accuracy.  For instance, can a psychic predict who will be president 150 years from now?  Not only that, but could a psychic also predict what would be the most important foreign policy decision of his career?  There is not a psychic alive who would try to predict that, but in the Bible, those are the kind of predictions we find.  Let me show you.
	Cyrus - King of Persia
	This first prediction is found in Isaiah 44, but before we look at the text, let me give you some background.  Isaiah wrote from 700-680 B.C.  At that time, Babylon couldn’t hold its own on the world scene and it was just beginning to develop.  Isaiah predicted this upstart nation would eventually surround Jerusalem and take the Jews captive.  Approximately 100 years later, in 586 B.C., this is exactly what happened.
	Not only did Isaiah predict that Babylon would conquer Jerusalem, but he went on to say that Babylon would be conquered by the Persians.  Remember, when this prediction was made; Persia was a tiny nation barely in existence.  Isaiah predicted she would become a world power and would conquer Babylon.  Isaiah even added that the king of Persia would allow the Jews exiled to Babylon a chance to return to Jerusalem.  Everything happened just as Isaiah said.
	Now comes something even more astonishing.  Isaiah, who is speaking for God, actually gives the name of the king who would rule the Persian Empire and let the Jews return to Jerusalem!  No wonder Isaiah repeatedly begins his prophecy with the phrase, “thus saith the Lord.”  These are things only God could know!
who confirms the word of his servant and fulfills the counsel of his messengers, who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be inhabited,’ and of the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built, and I will raise up their ruins’; who says to the deep, ‘Be dry; I will dry up your rivers’; who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’ ” Isaiah 44:26–28 (ESV)
	Cyrus is mentioned as the man who will let the Jews return to their land and rebuild Jerusalem.  Isaiah names him and predicts this foreign policy decision over one hundred years before Cyrus is born!  There is more!
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. Isaiah 45:1–3 (ESV)
	Lets review the facts.  Everyone agrees the founder of the Persian empire, Cyrus, ruled over the Persians from 559-530 B.C. and that during his reign, he conquered Babylon in 539 B.C..  Historians tell us he issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their homeland in March of 538 B.C., just after his capture of Babylon.
	Keep in mind the time Isaiah wrote was 700-680 B.C..  Even the junior high students can figure this one out.  God spoke through Isaiah to name Cyrus and predict one of his most significant foreign policy decisions 100 years before Cyrus was born and 150 years before he became king of the land.
	God also predicted, through the prophet Jeremiah, how long the Jews would be in exile in Babylon before he would raise up Cyrus to destroy Babylon and return the Jews to their land.
This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Then after seventy years are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the Lord, making the land an everlasting waste. Jeremiah 25:11–12 (ESV)
	The Jews of that day watched Isaiah’s and Jeremiah’s prophecies about Cyrus and Babylon unfold with amazing accuracy when Cyrus conquered Babylon and decreed the Jews could return to their land.  
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Ezra 1:1–2 (ESV)
	Why did God give these detailed prophecies?  He wants us to know that no matter what hits us, no matter how devastating life becomes; he is in complete control, not just of our lives, but of the nations.  He wants us to understand the scope of his sovereign authority and be comforted by it.  
	Tyre - A City Wiped Clean
	To understand this story, you need to know a little about the city of Tyre.  It was actually two cities.  There was an island city, that was located 1/2 mile into the ocean, and there was a coastal city which was over 20 miles long.  Both of them were densely populated, resembling New York or Los Angeles today.  Let’s look at what God said about these cities through his prophet, Ezekiel in 587 B.C.
and her daughters on the mainland shall be killed by the sword... “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will bring against Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses and chariots, and with horsemen and a host of many soldiers. He will kill with the sword your daughters on the mainland...Your stones and timber and soil they will cast into the midst of the waters... I will make you a bare rock. You shall be a place for the spreading of nets. You shall never be rebuilt, for I am the Lord; I have spoken, declares the Lord God. Ezekiel 26:6–14 (ESV)
	Three years after Ezekiel’s prophecy, Nebuchadnezzar attacked the coastal city.  It took him 13 years to finally break through the massive fortifications.  When he entered it, the city was sparsely populated because most in the coastal city escaped by boat to the Island city of Tyre.  
	Nebuchadnezzar slaughtered the remaining coastal inhabitants and destroyed the buildings to insure it couldn’t be re-inhabited.  For the next 240 years the coastal city of Tyre lay in ruin while the Island city prospered.  God’s prophecy appeared to have partially come true.  The prophecy was only partially complete.
therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will bring up many nations against you, as the sea brings up its waves. They shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers, and I will scrape her soil from her and make her a bare rock. She shall be in the midst of the sea a place for the spreading of nets, for I have spoken, declares the Lord God. And she shall become plunder for the nations, Ezekiel 26:3–5 (ESV)
	In 333 B.C., after conquering the Persians, Alexander the Great was on his way to Egypt and was forced to deal with the island city of Tyre.  It would be unwise for him to leave such a formidable opponent with access to his rear flank.  Alexander attacked the city but realized his soldiers couldn’t get close enough without being hit by rocks thrown from the city walls.  He hit upon an idea to build a 200 foot wide,  1/2 mile long road from the mainland to the island.  For material, he used the rubble of the coastal city, scraping the 20 mile long city clean as he pushed it into the sea, just like Ezekiel prophesied.
	Alexander needed more than a road to conquer the city, he also needed ships.  He pulled together parts of the navies of each of the nations he conquered.  He took ships from Sidon, Byblos, Rhodes, Lycia and Cyprus, 220 warships in total.  Now, three years after his first assault, with a road from the mainland to the island, and a vastly superior navy, he reengaged the island city and conquered it.  Just as Ezekiel prophesied, many nations were brought against Tyre to destroy the city.
	To insure the city’s final destruction, Alexander crucified the remaining 2,000 men on the island and sold the 30,000 women and children into slavery.  He then scraped the island clean, throwing the remains of the vast island city into the ocean, just as Ezekiel prophesied.  Today there is a small village in Tyre, but the city of Tyre, the economic powerhouse of the ancient world, is just as Alexander the Great left it.  Both cities are nothing more than bare rocks with a rubble causeway connecting them.  They are a place that fishermen spread their nets.  Only God could predict that massive city would literally be scraped clean into the sea.
Prophecies about Christ
	The most predicted event in the entire Bible is the birth, life, death and resurrection of Christ.  Let’s look at some of these prophecies.
	Born in Bethlehem
	When the wise men asked Herod where the Christ was to be born, Herod went to the scribes.  In Matthew 2:6, we see they immediately knew the answer because it was prophesied in the Old Testament.
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Micah 5:2 (ESV)
	Virgin Birth
	That Jesus would be born of a virgin was prophesied in the Old Testament and we find it fulfilled in the New.
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 (ESV)
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.... “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,...  And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  Luke 1:26–34 (ESV)
	His Forerunner
	The Bible predicts John the Baptist would pave the way for Jesus.
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3 (ESV)
 
...the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Luke 3:2–4 (ESV)
	Betrayed for 30 Pieces of Silver
	Christ’s betrayal for thirty pieces of silver was prophesied.
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. Then the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord, to the potter. Zechariah 11:12–13 (ESV)
	What do we find at the end of Christ’s life with Judas’ betrayal?
and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. Matthew 26:15 (ESV)
And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. Matthew 27:5 (ESV)
So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. Matthew 27:7 (ESV)
	His silence at his trial
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. Isaiah 53:7 (ESV)
And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. Mark 15:4–5 (ESV)
	The piercing of his hands and feet
For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet— Psalm 22:16 (ESV)
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him,... Luke 23:33 (ESV)
	The division of his clothes
they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. Psalm 22:18 (ESV)
And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Matthew 27:35 (ESV)
	Some other things prophesied about Christ in the Old Testament fulfilled by his life in the New Testament are:
•He was of the house of David.
•The wise men would present him gifts.
•Herod would kill the children of Bethlehem.
•His ministry would begin in Galilee.
•He would enter Jerusalem on a donkey.
	Bible scholars have identified over 300 Old Testament prophecies about Christ in the Old Testament that were fulfilled by Christ’s life in the New Testament.  Remember, all these prophecies were written at least 400 years before Christ’s birth.
What is the probability this happened by chance?
	You might think there are a lot of people who could fulfill these prophecies.  You are partially right.  There are many people would could fulfill perhaps two or three of these prophecies.  There were many born in Bethlehem.  Some of them were accused of crimes and could have appeared before Pilate and remained silent in the face of their accusers.  The problem is the statistical probability of someone fulfilling all 300 prophecies.
	In the book Science Speaks, Peter Stoner graphically explains what the probabilities look like.  The chance of one person fulfilling 8 of the prophecies is 1 in 1017 (That is a 1 with 17 zeros after it.)  He illustrates it this way.  If we were to take 1017 silver dollars, they would cover the entire state of Texas 2 feet deep.  Now mark one of these silver dollars with an “X” and mix the whole lot.  Blindfold a man.  Tell him he can go as far as he wishes, but he only has one chance to pick the right silver dollar.  Those are the same odds of someone fulfilling just eight of the prophecies about Christ by chance.  Remember, there are over 300.
	Maybe you think Jesus intentionally painted himself into the Messiah prophecies by studying the Scriptures and trying to carefully fulfill the Messianic description.  The problem with that thinking is the majority of the prophecies about Jesus involve things Jesus had absolutely no control over, like where he would be born, how he would die, what family line he would be born into, John’s heralding of his coming, his accusers reactions to him, what soldiers would do with his clothing after he died, the amount of money he would be betrayed for, that they would pierce his side with a spear, that they would decide not to break his legs while on the cross - a commonly done practice, that he would be laid in a rich man’s tomb.  Those are just ten things he had absolutely no control over.
	Believing Jesus arranged his life to fit the Old Testament description of the Messiah takes a greater leap of faith than believing in the resurrection.
	Let’s try a final analogy.  Instead of using silver dollars over Texas, we need something much smaller.  Let’s try one of the smallest particles known to man, an electron.  If you counted 250 electrons a minute, it would only take 19 million years to count enough of them to create a line one inch long.  To count enough to fill a square inch you would need 19 million x 19 million x 19 million years.  I can’t do the math but how big of an area do you think we would need to cover with electrons to represent the odds of 1 person by chance fulfilling all 300 specific prophecies about Christ?  The math whizzes can check me on this but I believe it is the odds of pulling the one specific electron out of a pool of them bigger than the state of Texas.  Statistically, the possibility of anyone fulfilling all 300 prophecies about Jesus by chance, is called absolute zero.
	If your mind is open to honestly consider this stuff, you can see God spoke many things in the Bible prophetically to help alleviate the doubts we often face about the truth of this book.   
Conclusion
	The next time you are in the check out line at Wal-Mart, and you see the tabloids with their predictions, you and I know the truth.  They almost never come true.  But we have in our hands a completely different book.  A book where God invites us to test its predictions because he guarantees they will not fail.
	The flawless fulfillment of God’s word in the past will mean the flawless fulfillment of God’s Word in the future.  
	The Bible says the same Christ, whose first coming was prophesied, will come again, separate the believers from the unbelievers, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  It is only our faith in Jesus Christ that will make the difference in that day.
	You and I know that is true.  It is... inevitable.  It is Bible prophecy.
Benediction
	God, thank you for giving us your Word.  Thank you for giving specific and detailed prophecy in this book.  Prophecy we have seen come true in history.  Just as your words came true in the past, we know they will also come true in the future.  Amen 
 



Christological Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
January 30, 2011
 
	If you are new, I would like to welcome you in the name of Christ.  My name is Kurt and I am one of the pastors.  This morning, we continue our teaching series called Reasons to Believe Your Bible.  In this series, we are learning rational reasons we can trust the Bible is what it claims to be,... the very words of God.  This morning, we are looking at Christological reasons to trust this book.  What do we mean by that?  Let me explain.
	It began in scholastic circles but it percolated into popular culture; it is the subconscious and sometimes intentional clipping out portions of the Bible we find hard to believe.  Today, the most influential biblical scholars consider most of the Old Testament stories to be like barnacles that have attached themselves to the bottom of a boat.  They are considered folklore that needs to be scraped away to uncover the real facts of history. 
	When I talk about this, I know your initial reaction to the academic scraping of the Scriptures is to believe it hasn’t affected us.  After all, we believe the Bible is the word of God.  It is a problem they wrestle with on college or university campuses.  Is it?  The scraping of the Scriptures is affecting you more than you realize.  
	For example, do you believe God created a literal Adam and Eve, or did we evolve?  Do you believe in a literal flood with a literal ark and a literal Noah?  Do you believe in a literal Moses and literal Manna from heaven as the only source of food for an entire nation in the desert?  How about Jonah, did he really survive for three days and nights in a great fish?  Do you believe the literalness of these stories or is some of your confidence scraped away?  For some of us, while we believe the stories, another part of our heart wonders if we should take them literally.
	This morning, while many of us are willing to trust Christ as our savior from sin, I want to challenge you to not just have Christ as your savior, but to also have him as your teacher about how to trust this book.    
	This morning, we will look at Jesus’ opinion of the Old Testament.  If we can trust him as our savior, we can trust him to teach us how to understand this book.
Christ believed Old Testament history.
	As I mentioned, most Bible scholars, and even many Christians, don’t accept the Old Testament’s miraculous stories at face value.  Christ does.  
	Christ believed in a literal Adam and Eve.
	For example, Christ believed in a literal Adam and Eve as special creations of God, not evolved animals.
He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? Matthew 19:4–5 (ESV)
	According to Jesus, God created a literal Adam and Eve.  He also created the institution of marriage to seal a man and a woman together as one flesh.  We didn’t evolve, according to Christ, we were created by God.
	Christ believed in a literal Noah and flood.
For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Matthew 24:37–39 (ESV)
	Christ believed in a literal Noah and a literal flood.  We are just letting Christ tell us how to interpret our Scriptures.  Now some people think Christ didn’t believe in a literal flood but he just went along with the prevailing belief in his day and he would correct the misunderstanding later.  Unfortunately, that would be completely out of character for Christ.  Read the gospels.  He was quite willing to confront the misunderstandings of the religious leaders in his day.
	Christ believed in a literal Moses and manna.
	How about Moses and the Manna?  Today, the Exodus of Israel from Egypt is considered myth by scholars because it is not found in the Egyptian records of their historical triumphs.  It doesn’t surprise me they didn’t keep a record of the exodus.  After all, it is a story of their humiliation, not exaltation. But what did Jesus believe?
Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. John 6:31–32 (ESV)
	Here Jesus affirms the literal supernatural provision of manna in the wilderness and of Moses.  If Jesus is our savior, we need to let him be our teacher about how to read this book. 
	Christ believed in a literal Jonah and Ninevite repentance.
	How about Jonah.  The survival by Jonah in the belly of a great fish and the massive spiritual revival of Ninevah, the capital of the Assyrian empire, are two stories many find hard to believe, but what does Jesus say about them?
For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. Matthew 12:40–41 (ESV)
	The literalness of the Jonah story is tied to the literalness of Christ’s resurrection.  Jettison one, you have to throw away the other.
	Do you doubt God judged Sodom and Gomorrah for their sin?  Did Lot’s wife look back and become a literal pillar of salt?  If we can trust Jesus to be our savior, we can trust him to be our teacher about this book.
Christ affirmed the Authority of the Old Testament.
	Christ accepted the Old Testament as the authority.  For example, in those days, the group of religious liberals was called the Sadducees.  They were sad-you-see because they didn’t believe in the resurrection.  
	The tense of the verbs are authoritative.
	Christ quoted a passage from the Old Testament as the authority to settle this dispute once and for all.
And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.” Mark 12:26–27 (ESV)
	Christ argued for the resurrection on the basis of one word, a present tense verb!  If there was no resurrection, God would have said, “I was the God of Abraham,” this means Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are still alive and their bodies will rise again when Christ returns!  The Old Testament was Christ’s authority to settle that dispute because the Old Testament is accurate down to the very tense of the verbs.
	The words are the authoritative over any teachings and traditions.
	Christ also drew a line to separate the authority of God’s Word in the Old Testament from traditions and teaching of men.  He saw a clear distinction between the two.
You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! Mark 7:8–9 (ESV)
	In this context, Christ was talking about the teachings of the Talmud.  That is a collection of religious leaders interpretation on various parts of the  Old Testament law.  What happened was the well-intentioned but uninspired Talmud, which were mans teachings about God’s Word, had come to replace the authority of God’s Word in their lives.  The Talmud wasn’t necessarily bad, but it was not the authority, the Bible is the authority.
	Today, many Christians struggle with the same thing.  We don’t use the Talmud, but good Christian books have replaced the authority of the Bible in our lives.  Nothing wrong with reading, “Our Daily Bread”, but it is not the authority.  Nothing wrong with a little Max Lucado, but he isn’t the inerrant authority for our lives, only the Bible is.  If we can trust God to be our savior, trust him to be our teacher about this book.
	Jesus doesn’t just teach us about the authority of this book over other books but he is real practical.  He teaches us about the authority of this book when it comes to the grind of facing and beating temptation in our lives.
	It is the authority to decimate Satan’s attacks and beat temptations.
	After forty days in the wilderness, when Jesus was tempted by the devil, how did he beat temptation?  He pulled out something with authority.  He battled temptation with a heavy caliber weapon which dealt a devastating blow to Satan every time he used it.  He quoted the Old Testament Scriptures.  
	Every time the Devil tempted him he responded by saying, “It is written...” then quoting the relevant Old Testament passage.  Each time Jesus said, “It is written” in the present tense, it was the equivalent of saying, “It stands written,” which is the equivalent of saying, “God says.”  The truthfulness and power of God’s Words spoken in the ancient past were just as authoritative and effective as if they were spoken in that very moment.  The same is true today.  God’s Words in the Bible are just as authoritative when we quote them today, as the day they were first spoken. 
	Some of you are wondering why we are memorizing Scripture as a church. It is because there is no more affective weapon in our struggles against sin than being able to quote the very words of God as we face temptation.  They are just as authoritative and powerful today as the moment God first spoke them.    
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)
Christ recognized the authority of Old Testament prophecies.
	Last week we learned there are over 300 prophecies about Christ’s life in the Old Testament that were fulfilled by his life in the New Testament.  Christ’s life, death and resurrection is the most prophesied event of the Bible.  Amazingly, Christ knew his life was unfolding by a divine script and he recognized the authority of these prophecies as the marks his life he must pass through.
For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about me has its fulfillment.” Luke 22:37 (ESV)
Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” ...But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”... Matthew 26:53–56 (ESV)
And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Luke 24:25–26 (ESV)
	If the Old Testament said it, there was no wiggle room according to Jesus.  For Christ, the words of Scripture were God’s words.  For Him to say, “Have you not read?” is equivalent to saying, “Do you not know God said?”  
	The words of Old Testament Scripture are the Words of God.
	For example, earlier we looked at Jesus talking about Adam, Eve and marriage.  In Genesis 2:24 it reads...
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. Genesis 2:24 (ESV)
	But when Jesus quotes this verse, look how he quotes it.  He attributes Genesis 2:24 as direct spoken words of God.
He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? Matthew 19:4–5 (ESV)
	So according to Jesus, Genesis 2:24 are the actual spoken words of God, they are not the re-interpretation of a vague idea by a human author.
Christ considered the Old Testament to be without error.
	It is clear Christ considered the Old Testament authoritative, but just how far can we take this?  How authoritative did Jesus believe the Old Testament to be?
But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void. Luke 16:17 (ESV)
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Matthew 5:18 (ESV)
	Christ believed in the inerrancy and accuracy of the Bible down to the smallest letter.  It is the equivalent of the Old Testament being authoritative down to the dotting of the “i.”
	Today, some people believe the actual words of the Bible weren’t inspired by God, it was just the concepts.  The problem is words are what we use to convey concepts.  If the words aren’t inerrant, then the concepts aren’t inerrant.  
	For example, suppose you signed a contract with a man to build you a house.  The contract contains all the details of your agreement.  A few days later, he deviates from the contract.  You point to the paragraph that specifies what you agreed on, but he replies, “You can’t go by the actual words, it was just the concept that is binding!”  I don’t think you would accept that.  If the words of the Bible are not free from error, then the concepts God wants to communicate are also not free from error.
	A few minutes ago, we learned Jesus argued for the existence of life after death based on the tense of one Old Testament verb in one verse of Scripture.  The present tense of the verb “to be” in the story of God talking to Moses at the burning bush.  That is a lot of weight to put on the tense of one verb in Scripture, but that is exactly Christ’s point, the tense of one verb can support that weight, it is exactly what God wanted to say.  God didn’t stutter.
	If you trust can Jesus to be your savior, trust him to be your teacher about this book.
Conclusion
	There was once a mathematician who tried to prove an athletic man could survive an avalanche by knowing the trajectory and speed of the individual rocks.  As they came toward him, he could step out of the way.  In a similar way many people try to explain away one by one Christ’s affirmation of the perfection and trust we can have in the Old Testament Scripture.  But the problem is, these  statements do not come one at a time, they form an avalanche of cumulative evidence all over the Bible that we can not evade. 
	We can not deny Christ believed in the perfection and authority of all of the Old Testament, even the hard stories.  If he is our savior, we also need to accept him as our teacher about this book.
Benediction
	At Christ’s trial, before he was crucified, the high priest asked him a question.
...Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?  Mark 14:61
Christ replied
And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” Mark 14:62 (ESV)
	Those who do not accept Christ as their Savior now will meet Him as their judge in the future..  Either way, a confrontation with Christ is inevitable for all of us.  He will either be our savior or our judge.  Today is the day, now is the time to repent of our sin, ask Christ to have his death on the cross, the only sufficient sacrifice for sin, to be the payment for your sin and to ask Christ to be the king of your life.  The Bible tells us that if that is the desire of your heart, in that moment there is a supernatural transaction that takes place in your life.  Your sins are forgiven, once and for all.  An ability to see the identity of Christ is born and new affections are born in our heart for him allowing us to honor him more than ourself.  That is the beginning of the Christian life.  
	Today, will you confess your sins to Christ, repent of them and trust Christ to pay for them?
	If that is the desire of your heart, I will be in the front after the service and I want to invite you up front to talk with me so I can just encourage you and pray with you as you begin your walk with Jesus.
	Now may the grace of God and the fellowship of the saints be with us till we meet again.  Jesus, thank you for being our savior, thank you for being our teacher about how much we can trust this book.  Amen.



Scientific Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
February 6, 2011
	If you are new, I would like to welcome you in the name of Christ.  My name is Kurt and I am one of the pastors.  This morning, we continue our teaching series called Reasons to Believe Your Bible.  In this series, we are learning rational reasons we can trust the Bible is what it claims to be,... the very words of God.  This morning, we are looking at Scientific reasons to trust this book.  Specifically we will enter into the creation versus evolution debate.  Did we evolve, as our children’s high school biology text books tell us or are we special creations of God, as the Bible tells us.  This morning, we will walk away with solid reasons to believe this book.  
	The July 29, 2002 issue of U.S. News & World Report cover article was entitled, “The New Reality of Evolution:  Where we came from and where we are going.”  Let me read a few quotes from the article.
By now, scientists say, evolution is no longer “just a theory.”  It’s an everyday phenomenon, a fundamental fact of biology as real as hunger and as unavoidable as death.
Scientists have confirmed virtually all of Darwin’s postulates.
I’m begging people to treat evolution as a science and not just tack it on as an explanation afterward.
The evidence against evolution amounts to little more than “I can’t imagine it,”...
	After reading the article, I felt that if I didn’t believe in evolution, I was an ignorant, unscientific, religious fanatic that tossed reason to the wind and my brains out the door.  Of course, this isn’t the only place evolution is considered an established fact.  Evolution is also considered an established fact in our children’s high school biology text books.  This morning we will interact with them.
	So we are left with an obvious problem,... Has science proven evolution or is there a whole body of evidence that U.S. News and high school biology text books continue to ignore because they have a commitment to see the theory of evolution proven true?  This is the question before us.  This morning we are going to examine a few of evolution’s fatal flaws in the areas of 1) Geology 2)Biology and 3) Mathematics. 
Evolution doesn’t add up in Geology.
	The Geological Column[image: Preview.png]
	Pg. 419 of the Spirit Lake High School Prentice Hall Biology text book shows us an example of how the Geological Column taught in high school biology text books.  The idea behind the column was first developed by scientists in the 19th century.  The column says that the deeper you dig, the farther back in time you go, so stacked in the earth is a column that goes back in time revealing our evolutionary ancestors.  According to this column the most complex animals are buried most shallowly in the earth and our evolutionary ancestors, such as trilobites, are buried deep below.
	This column, which is the foundation upon which modern geology is built, has some persistent problems in it.  
	First of all, it is based upon circular reasoning.  The age of the rock is based upon the animals found fossilized in it which assumes the geological column theory is true.  The geological column theory is assumed true because evolution is assumed true.  So evolution proves the geological column and the geological column proves evolution.  This is circular reasoning.
	Second, the geological column only exists in theory.  There are no actual geological columns in existence.  What you find in nature is geological layers out of order and missing.  One of the great examples of the geological column, according to high school text books, is the Grand Canyon.  They neglect to mention that only half of the geological column is found in the Grand Canyon.  
	Third, there are countless examples of objects from one layer mixed with objects from another layer.  For example, in 1968 William Meister found trilobite fossils that geologists claim were extinct 230 million years before the appearance of man, right next to the trilobites he found a human sandal print.  So a guy walking in flip-flops was stepping on trilobites but evolutionary scientists claimed trilobites were extinct 230 million years before humans appeared on planet earth.  What do you do with this?
	Fourth, fossilization is no longer a regularly occurring event on planet earth.[image: Preview-1.png]  Pg. 418 of the Spirit Lake Prentice Hall Biology text book show how fossilization takes place.  Something dies, it is covered by sediment and eventually it becomes a fossil.  There is a problem.  Dead animals today don’t become fossils, they decompose.  Even the bones eventually decompose.  Scientists realized this when they looked for traces of the millions of buffalo carcasses that used to roam the Great Plains.  Did they turn to fossils?  No, they decomposed.  While no fossilization is occurring today, there was a massive amount of fossilization that took place at one time in the past.  The billions and billions of fossils that exist simply could not be made by the way the world is operating today.  
Mass fossilization is evidence of a global cataclysmic hydraulic event.
	Many scientists believe the fossil record came to exist as the result of a global cataclysmic hydraulic event, which we call the flood.  The geological column is the record of a mass extermination of life on the planet.  The more primitive forms of life succumbed to the rising levels of water and mud first.  The higher life forms were smart enough to climb hills and get higher places to last longer before they were finally snuffed out.  This would explain why so many fossils are found in a buried alive position.
	If you are following the news, you know they are trying to resurrect the Wooly Mammoths.  These are elephants with fur coats.  There are literally millions of Mammoths that were buried alive and flash frozen in Siberia and Alaska.  Some of them still have food in their mouth.  The only reason scientists can attempt to genetically reconstruct the Mammoth is because the Mammoths were frozen so quickly and so efficiently that their DNA was not destroyed.  Where did this flash freezing come from?  Some scientists believe it was the collapse of the vapor canopy that covered the earth.
	Radioactive Dating
	Currently scientists believe the earth is 4.5 to 5 billion years old.  This belief is based on something called Radioactive dating.  What this means is radioactive elements in a rock decay to their nonradioactive daughter elements at a regular rate called a half-life.  You can look into a rock and learn the ratio between decayed daughter elements and radioactive parent elements and it allows you to estimate the age of the rock.  Unfortunately, it is based upon a number of assumptions.
	First, it assumes there were no daughter elements in the rock to begin with.  Nobody knows what was in the rock when it was formed.  We know what radioactive decay looks like but we have no way to know where the number of starting daughter elements begin.
	Secondly, it assumes the rate of radioactive decay is constant.  While radioactive decay is usually constant, cosmic radiation from the sun and massive heating, like volcanic lava, changes the rate of radioactive decay.
	Thirdly, water seepage migrates both radioactive elements and daughter elements into and out of rock.  So things are not consistent when it rains.
	Let me give you an example of the problems.  Living snails have radioactively dated at 2,300 years old.  Wood from growing trees radioactively dates to 10,000 years old.  Lava from a volcano in Hawaii, that we know is less than 200 years old, radioactively dates to over 3 billion years old.
	Radioactive dating, while the most popular way of dating the age of the earth, is not the most reliable way of dating the earth.  There are too many assumptions.  Scientists love it because it gives the earth a very old age which allows more time for evolution to occur.  Interestingly, there are other ways of dating the age of the earth that lead us to believe our planet is much younger than several billion years.
	Meteoric Dust[image: Apollo-11-moon-landing-3.jpg]
	Scientists have known that cosmic dust enters the earth’s atmosphere at an essentially constant rate.  These dust particles settle on the earth’s surface.  In fact every year the earth receives about 14 million tons of meteoric dust.  If the earth is 5 billion years old, that means there should be a meteoric dust layer on the surface of the earth 182 feet thick.  But that isn’t what we find.  In fact, when the Apollo mission was sent to the moon, one of the worries scientists had about lunar lander was that if the moon was 5 billion years old the lunar lander would sink, like it was in quick sand, in meteoric dust.  Guess what happened?  The meteoric dust layer on the moon only ended up being 1/8th of an inch thick.
	While the scientists don’t have an answer why the moon has such a thin layer of meteoric dust on it, they do have an answer why the layer of meteoric dust layer on planet earth is not there.  Some scientists believe the reason there is not a thick meteoric dust layer on the earth is because the dust has mixed into the surface soils over time.  But there is still a problem.  Meteoric dust has some very specific qualities to it.  For one, it is densely concentrated with the element nickel.  Nickel is a very rare element on planet earth.  In fact, if you were to take the estimates of all the nickel in existence on planet earth and say it all came from meteoric dust entering our atmosphere, the age of the earth could not be more than a few thousand years old, rather than a few billion.
	Why isn’t this evidence talked about?  Because scientists are committed to an old earth.  They are committed to evolution and they hide the evidence that doesn’t support their cause.
	Say it with me friends.  “Evolution just doesn’t add up.”
Evolution doesn’t add up in biology.
	Scientists tells us that we have great evidence that animals evolved.  Is that true?  Do animals evolve or is obvious that for some animals, evolution couldn’t have taken place.   
	Sea Slugs[image: sea%20slug%206.jpg]
	These slugs are one of the most fascinating and mysterious marine creatures out there.  This slug lives in the oceans within the tidal zones where it eats sea anemones.  For my Iowa friends who did not grow up by the ocean, sea anemones[image: 5_004.jpg] are like jelly fish with long tentacles that are equipped with thousands of stinging cells on the tentacles that explode at the slightest touch plunging poisonous harpoons into the attacker.  These poisonous cells are strong enough to kill human beings.  
	Even with this incredible defense mechanism, sea slugs eat sea anemones without being stung and without exploding the poisonous stinging cells and without digesting them.  What is even more amazing is what the sea slug’s body does with the stinging cells.  The sea slug’s stomach has special tubes with ciliated hairs in them.  The stinging cells are swept down these tubes by the hairs and are stored in pouches which the sea slug can use for its own defense.  Whenever the sea slug is attacked it excretes the stinging cells, which are just as potent as when they were part of the sea anemone.
	Think about how this intricate relationship just happened to evolve.  First, in order to prevent the stinging cells of the anemone from exploding, the sea slug would have to develop a special chemical to temporarily neutralize them.  Every time the slug developed the wrong chemical, he died.  Then the slug would have to randomly develop a completely new digestive system that could separate stinking cells from the rest of the anemone body, choosing to digest everything but the cells.  Then it would happen to, just by chance, to develop pouches and ciliated hairs that would take the separated poisonous cells and store them.  Not to mention the incredibly complex neurological system that controls it and the pores that secrete the poisonous cells.  Of course, the sea slug would just have to evolve, by chance, a un-neutralizing solution that it would secrete on the poison cells as they are excreted.  Anything goes wrong along the evolution process and the sea slug dies.
	You tell me this delicate handling of toxic poisons just happened by chance.  Evolution just doesn’t add up!
	Bombardier Beetles[image: african-bombardier-beetle.jpg]
	The bombardier beetle is an insect armed with another impressive defense system.  When threatened, it blasts irritating chemicals at 212 degrees Fahrenheit out of its two tail pipes right into the face of an unfortunate attacker.
	This beetle accomplishes this incredible chemical feat by mixing the dangerous chemicals hydroquinone and hydrogen peroxide.  In addition, the beetle has an inhibitor chemical that keeps these two chemicals from exploding.
	Whenever the beetle is approached by an attacker, it squirts the two chemicals into its combustion chamber tailpipes along with another chemical called an anti-inhibitor.  This results in a violent explosion right in the face of the attacker.
	Think how this beetle just evolved over millions of years.  If evolutionists are right, there were millions of generations of these beetles that just randomly developed these two chemicals and they exploded, like firecrackers, in the jungle.  Eventually, the beetle developed the two volatile chemicals and an inhibitor chemical.  But that did him no good.  It is a completely useless combination until he just randomly develops an anti-inhibitor chemical.  That does him no good because if he secrets the anti-inhibitor, he explodes again.  That is until someone, just by chance of course, develops a tailpipe and a sophisticated neurological timing and delivery system to inject the anti-inhibitor into the chemical at just the right time and spray the whole thing in the face of an attacker; creating insect napalm.  The problem is that none of this can develop one piece at a time.  If it does, the beetle explodes.
	Evolution just doesn’t add up.
	The Modern Horse[image: Preview-2.png]
	One of the common proofs of evolution in many biology textbooks is the evolution of the modern horse.  This one comes from page 228 of the BCBS Biology text book used in Spirit Lake High School.  Supposedly, the horse started as a little horse with multiple toes, but it eventually evolved into the single hoof riding horses we have today.  This is cited as proof of evolution.  The truth is that the evolution of the horse is nothing more than an elaborate hoax.
	First, no complete set of horse fossils exist anywhere in the world.  So it only works in theory.
	Second, to follow horse fossil evolution, they start in North America, then are only found in Europe, then switch back to only being found in North America.
	Third, there are no transitional fossils between the different types of horses.  They each exist perpetuating their own kind in the skeletal record.
	Fourth, recent archaeological digs have unearthed the fossils of full-size modern horses existing with the fossils of the early horse ancestors.  These ancestors were supposedly extinct for millions of years.  So horse evolution is a joke, but it is still in the biology books as proof of evolution.
	Lucy[image: Preview-3.png]
	I would like to introduce you to a young lady called Lucy.  She comes from page. 325 of Modern Biology, a text book used in Spirit Lake High School.  The biology book claims she is one of the transitional fossils that prove we evolved from apes.
	What is the rest of the story on Lucy?  Lucy is a skeleton that is only 40% complete.  She was found in Ethiopia in 1974.  According to National Geographic, “The angle of the thigh bone and the flattened surface at the knee joint prove she walked on two legs.”
	They neglect to mention the knee joint used to prove Lucy walked on two legs was found 200 feet lower in the rock strata and over 2 miles away from the rest of the skeleton.
	The knee joint was also crushed when it was discovered.  Today the conclusions of Donald Johnson’s archaeological team, the team that discovered Lucy, are no longer accepted as scientific work but are considered pure speculation.  Lucy, and her relatives, are now reclassified as a type of ape.  Yet, thirty years later, she is still in the biology text books.  I wonder why.  Do you think there is an agenda behind the science?  An agenda to support the theory of evolution.
	Friends, there is a lot we could say in this area.  Let me just quickly mention three devastating problems for evolutionists.
	How did something came from nothing?  When you ask them how life started, what do they say?  We follow Hawkins who says the universe is expanding and life started from a big bang.  Ok, I can accept that.  Where did the big bang come from?  At some point you went from nothing to something, how did that happen unless it wasn’t God.  Evolutionists have no idea.
	What bridged the gap between matter and life?  Somehow we went from matter to life that can reproduce itself and has feelings, emotions, a sense of morality, a sense of right and wrong, a desire for beauty and the ability to perceive it.  There is a gap between the material and the immaterial that evolutionists can not explain.
	Where are the transitional fossils?  After scouring the globe, evolutionists have no transitional fossils.  Many of the fossils they thought were transitional turned out to be wrong.  There is no bridge monkey between ape and man.  There is no bridge animal between fish and land mammals.  They aren’t there.  
	Evolution just doesn’t add up.
Evolution just doesn’t add up in mathematics.
	I know some of you have felt this series is hard to understand, but, I have tried to keep the cookies on the bottom shelf.  Guess what, the cookies are going above the kitchen cabinet for this one.  I will try to keep it simple, but this is some intellectual heavy lifting and it is a devastating argument against evolution.
	Let’s work with statistics and probability.  We are often told evolution is just a product of chance.  Given enough time and matter, the chances are that life will just randomly happen.  As an example, we are told a monkey, just randomly hitting keys on a typewriter, will eventually type out an unabridged dictionary if we gave him enough time.  Think about this.  What are the possibilities of a monkey just randomly typing out the word evolution?
	Mathematically we say that is 1 in 269. That is 1 in 5,429,503,679,000 chance.  That is the odds of randomly typing a nine letter word.  What if we were to try something slightly more complex.  Take twenty cards, number them one to twenty, and shuffle them.  What are the odds, that after shuffling, we would put them down in the chronological order of one to twenty?  That is known as 1 in 20! (factorial) chance, which is 1 in 2,432,902,008,176,640,000 chance.
	Now lets try something slightly more complex, but no where near as complex as the simplest piece of living matter.  Let’s try a 200 piece system.  What are the chances the 200 pieces would be laid down in a particular order.  The chances of this happening are 1 in 10375.  That is 375 zeros after the one!  What are the chance of that happening.  Let’s do the math.  Scientists tell us the number of electrons in the universe is 1080.  If you took every electron in the universe and collected them in groups of 200, numbering them 1 to 200, don’t you think there is a chance that one of those sets would be in proper chronological order?  Do the math, there is a 1 in 5 x 1077 chance of a properly ordered set.  We need something at least as great as 1 in 10375 to have a decent chance of having a one to two-hundred chronological sequence randomly occur.
	The evolutionist says, “I can see your problem right away.  You only ordered the electrons of the universe into groups of 200 once.  We need more time and to try it again and again.  After all, doesn’t evolution happen over time.”  Ok, how much time do you want?  Let’s keep reorganizing the electrons of the universe into groups of 200 at the rate of 1 billion new random combinations a second and lets keep doing it for 30 billion years.  That gives us 1024 new recombinations.  Add that to our previous equation of 5 x 1077 and it really doesn’t help us much.  Now we have a 1 in 5 x 10104, still way too short of 1 in 10375 to have enough time to randomly put a 200 piece ordered set in proper chronological order.  
	So even if you used all the electrons in the universe recombining them 1 billion times a second for 30 billion years, you do not have enough of a chance to statistically get one proper chronological ordering.
	That was just a simple 200 piece set.  The simplest ordered set in anything living is an amino acid which is a 400 piece set.  The chance occurrence of a self replicating piece of protein just randomly occurring is 1 in 10450.  The chance occurrence of self-replicating DNA is 1 in 10167,626.  What is the chance formation of a brain?
	So when someone tells you that given enough time and enough matter, self-replicating DNA will happen by chance, you can just laugh because statistically even if you took the smallest material in the universe (electrons) and the oldest age of the universe (30 billion years), there is not nearly enough matter or time in the universe to statistically produce one piece of DNA by chance.
	Interestingly, mathematicians generally consider any event with a probability worse than 1 in 1050 to be a statistical impossibility.  But as you can see, evolution is up against much worse odds than this.
	Evolution just doesn’t add up.
Conclusion
	With these and many other arguments against evolution, why are there so many scientists out there calling it an established fact of biology?  Kids, why is evolution in your biology text books and why do they keep supporting it by faulty information?  
	The reason evolution is universally taught and accepted is because the only other alternative is that we are special creations of God.  If God created us, then we are accountable to him and we don’t live unto ourselves.  
	As we close, I want us to remember that evolution doesn’t add up.  It takes more faith to believe that evolution is true than to believe the story of the Bible.  We are special creations of God.
	Now may the grace of God and the fellowship of the saints be with us till we meet again.  Amen.
 
  


Providential Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
February 13, 2011
	If you are new, I would like to welcome you in the name of Christ.  My name is Kurt.  I am one of the pastors.  This morning, we are in the sixth week of an eight week series titled Reasons to Believe Your Bible.  In this series, we are learning reasons we can trust the Bible we hold in our hands.  This morning, we are looking at Providential reasons to trust this book.  Specifically, we will learn how the 66 books of our Bible were collected together into our Bible.  Some of you may think this is a very academic question that doesn’t connect with real people.  I beg to differ.  You may not realize it, but how the books of our Bible came to be part of our Bible is one of the pressing questions in our day.
	Last week, I told you about my trip to Florida for a pastors conference.  While on the trip, I met a number of people on the plane and in airports.  The most common author people were reading was Dan Brown.  Dan wrote what is, to date, the bestselling novel of the twenty-first century, The Da Vinci Code[image: davinci_code_f.png].  
	The book is a fictional novel, but on the first page of the story, he writes that his novel is based on facts. 
All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents and secret rituals in the novel are accurate.  
	What is the novel about?  It is about Mary Magdalene, who supposedly was the wife of Jesus.  She bore his child.  Dan claims there was a Gospel of Mary, just like the Gospel of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and that Mary was a leader among the apostles; but the apostle Peter was threatened by her and was determined to silence her and her gospel.  In fact, Dan claims there were up to eighty alternate accounts of the life and teachings of Jesus that the church chose to suppress.  They arbitrarily chose the four we have today.
	According to The Da Vinci Code, it is only recently that we are rediscovering these lost gospels so we can finally set our understanding of Jesus and the Bible straight.
	What do you think?  Is there a Gospel of Mary?  Did church councils suppress other gospels of Jesus?  This morning, we will discover the answer.   We will learn how the books of our Bible came to be collected together.  Along the way, we will learn one of the major differences between Catholics and Protestants when it comes to the Bible.  We have a lot of ground to cover so let’s jump right in.
How were the books of our Bible selected?
	How were the books of the Old Testament selected?
	When God authorized the writing of a book of the Old Testament, the people of God recognized it as God’s Word and it was preserved.  For example.  
Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord...  Exodus 24:4
	As the number of books God gave increased, they were eventually collected and placed by the ark of the covenant.
“Take this Book of the Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against you. Deuteronomy 31:26 (ESV)
And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God... that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. Joshua 24:26 (ESV)
Then Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them in a book and laid it up before the Lord. 1 Samuel 10:25 (ESV)
	As we learned in the first week of this series, these books were treated as the very Words of God, because that is what they claimed to be and they proved themselves to be true.
	Does that mean that everything written by the Jewish people in the ancient world was considered God’s Word and became part of the Bible?  No, of course not!  There were many other Godly books that did not claim to be God’s Word that were in existence.  For instance...
...Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. Joshua 10:13 (ESV)
Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the Lord,...  Numbers 21:14 (ESV)
Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon? 1 Kings 11:41 (ESV)
	As the Old Testament grew in size, it came to be described in a three-fold division called, the law, the prophets and the writings; because those were the three types of books God gave.  
	There was almost no disagreement among the Jewish scholars in the ancient world about which books were God’s Word.  The Jews universally recognized the words God gave them.  To be fair, a very small minority of Jewish scholars did question the authenticity of some Old Testament books, some questioned the Song of Solomon, because it was too sexy; some questioned Ecclesiastes, because it sounded too pessimistic; others questioned Esther, because it sounded too unspiritual and didn’t mention God directly.  In spite of these objections, we need to understand that a vast overwhelming majority of Jews recognized the same Old Testament books we have in our Bible today as the Word of God.  The Old Testament we have in our Bible is the same one accepted by and used by the Jews and Jesus.
	I do need to warn you.  Just in case you happen to get your hands on a Hebrew[image: image.png] copy of the Old Testament, you will notice the table of contents does not match the Old Testament table of contents in our Bible.  That is because of two reasons.  1)  In the Hebrew Bible[image: Preview-4.png], some books of the Bible are combined.  Such as 1 + 2 Samuel is combined to Samuel and some of the smaller books are tacked onto the end of large books.  2) The order the books in the Hebrew Bible is different.  The last book in the Old Testament in our Bible is Malachi, the last prophet; but the Hebrew Bible organizes the books in historical order so the last book is Chronicles.  Never-the-less, the contents are identical.
	Let me show you an incidental proof that Christ’s Bible was the same Old Testament we hold in our hands today.  There is a peculiar verse in Luke.
so that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. Luke 11:50–51 (ESV)
	We read this and immediately recognize Abel as the first murder in the Bible, but have no clue how Zechariah fits this.  If you follow the Hebrew ordering of the books, Zechariah is the last murder in the Bible.  Jesus uses the first murder and the last murder in the Old Testament as the bookends to describe what are the beginning and end of the Bible in his day.
	So the Jews in Jesus’ day, and Jesus, agreed there were no more authoritative books given by God to add to the Scriptures after the prophet Malachi, or if you want to look at it historically, the book of Chronicles.  In fact, the four-hundred years after Malachi, until the time of Jesus, are often referred to as the four-hundred silent years.
	What do we need to remember?  There wasn’t a council that debated what books would be in the Old Testament, barring some out and keeping others in, as The Da Vinci Code claims.  God brought the books together by  God’s people recognizing and affirming the books of God’s Word.
	Just as the Holy Spirit guided fallible people to write infallible books in the Bible, the Holy Spirit used a fallible church to infallibly recognize the books of the Bible.
	How were the books of the New Testament selected?
	Earlier in this series, we learned the same authority that was given to the Old Testament books, as God’s Word, was also given to the New Testament books.  How were those books included?  While the central place of authority for Christians started in Jerusalem with the apostles, within 50 years of Christ’s death, Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D..  Christians were persecuted and scattered around the world.  While the authority of the place in Jerusalem was broken, the people of authority, the apostles, were not.
	The letters and writing of the apostles, or those associated with them, became the source of authority.  Many of their writings are the books of our New Testament.  All of the books in our New Testament were written during the last half of the first century, when the apostles were alive to verify and affirm them.  Most of them were written to churches (Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians).  Some were addressed to individuals (such as Philemon).  Others were intended for a broader audience.  For instance, 1 Peter was written to Christians in Eastern Asia.  Revelation was written to Christians in Western Asia.  Romans was written to Christians in the city of Rome.
	Even though these books were intended for different corners of the globe, they had a round-robin nature to them.  Many of them were written to be circulated to others.
I put you under oath before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. 1 Thessalonians 5:27 (ESV)
And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. Colossians 4:16 (ESV)
	Just like the Old Testament, these books were not the only Christian writings in the day.  But the criteria for authority in the churches was that a letter or book needed to be written or verified by an apostle as authoritative.  For instance, in 1 John, John tells us he was an eyewitness of Christ, that was the source of his authority to write.  In 1 Peter, Peter tells us he was an eyewitness of the transfiguration and he was writing from first-hand evidence.  That was the source of his authority.  Luke, who wrote the gospel of Luke, was not an apostle, but he was a traveling companion of the apostle Paul, who could vouch that what he wrote was true.
	The apostle Peter had a copy of Paul’s letters.  He vouched for them as Scripture.
And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 2 Peter 3:15–16 (ESV)
	Just like the Old Testament, there were a small number of people who had some questions about the authority of some of the books.  For example, Hebrews was initially questioned because it was written anonymously.  2 Peter was questioned by a few because they weren’t sure Peter wrote it.  Revelation was missing from some early lists probably because it was unknown in some places.
	Let me summarize the key points for us to remember.
•The books in our New Testament were either written by an apostle or verified by an apostle.  
•They were intended to be circulated among the churches so Christians could know the eyewitness truth.
•By the end of the first century, all 27 books of our New Testament were written and accepted as authoritative by the churches scattered throughout the ancient world.  Were there some churches that didn’t have all 27 books?  Yes!  But that was not because they rejected some of the books but because they simply didn’t yet have them.  We forget.  There were no cell-phones, no photocopiers, no internet, no email or web pages.  Everything had to be written by hand and delivered by hand.  That takes time.  None of the 27 books were ever removed from the list of authoritative Scriptures in any churches once they had them.
•One generation after the apostles, every book of our New Testament was quoted as authoritative by the leaders of the early church.  The people of God universally recognized the 27 books of our New Testament as the Word of God to the people of God without having a meeting to vote on it.  (Imagine that!  A church decision without a meeting!)
•There were church councils and official lists of the recognized New Testament books, but that came hundreds of years later.  In 367 A.D., Athanasius, references the accepted books of the New Testament in an Easter letter he wrote.  The Council of Hippo in 393 A.D. and the Council of Carthage in 397 A.D. affirmed the 27 New Testament books accepted by the church as authoritative.  Neither of these councils created a list of authoritative books for the New Testament, they only affirmed the list of authoritative books that were already accepted by the church for hundreds of years.  Hold the phone for a bit and you will learn why they needed to make these lists.
	So who decided which books would be in the New Testament?  It happened the same way as the Old Testament.  God’s people recognizing and affirming the books of God’s Word.  Just as God was able to use fallible people to write infallible books of the Bible, God used the fallible church to infallibly recognize the books of the Bible.
The Protestant and Catholic Difference
	Now that you have this background, we are in a much better position to discuss the differences between Protestants and Catholics on this issue.  The Catholic church believes the church creates the Bible and gives it authority.  In short, the Bible wouldn’t have any authority unless the church gave it authority.  Protestants say just the opposite.  The church doesn’t have any authority over the Bible.  The authority is God’s word and the church submits to it.  So the question is one of authority?  Does the church bow to the authority of the Bible, as Protestants believe, or does the Bible submit to the authority of the church, as Catholics believe.  In case you think I am stretching the truth on this, let me quote from Vatican II written in 1967.
It is clear therefore, that sacred tradition, sacred Scripture and the teaching authority of the church are so linked and joined together that one cannot stand without the others.
	The Catholic church says its traditions and its authority as a church are on par with the Word of God.  And as we will see, in practice, they can supersede the authority of the Word of God.  This explains why Catholics pray to Mary, have a purgatory, pray for the dead and the priests must be celibate.  These, and a host of other Catholic traditions, are not found in the Bible.  But in the Catholic church, their traditions carry the same level of authority as the Word of God. 
	To take it a step deeper, the Catholic church believes they convey authority to Scripture, the Protestant church believes we can only recognize the authority of Scripture.  This was one of the major arguments between Martin Luther and John Eck during the reformation.  John Eck said nothing was Scripture until a church council voted to make it Scripture.  Martin Luther said nobody made a book God’s Word, we could only recognize and submit to the words God gave.
	Let me explain this in a simpler way.  Here I have a slip of paper with writing on it.  Imagine I told you this was a letter written by Abraham Lincoln.  What would you do?  You would examine the letter.  Does the handwriting look like Abraham Lincoln’s?  Does the paper date to his era?  Does the ink date to his time?  Soon you would discredit this paper as a letter from Abraham Lincoln and you would recognize it as the grocery list I pulled off the side of the refrigerator on the way to church this morning.  That is the protestant way of recognizing the books of the Bible.  Scripture can only be in our Bible because we recognize it as having the earmarks of coming from God.  We aren’t giving Scripture authority, we are only recognizing the authority the Scripture already has.  The Roman Catholic way of handling this is just the opposite.  If we were to meet as a group and decide this grocery list is a letter from Abraham Lincoln, then we make it one, because we conveyed authority to it.  In other words, according to the Catholic Church, there is no Scripture from God until they make it Scripture from God and add it to the Bible.
	The Apocrypha
	This will explain why the Catholic Bible has books in it that are not in the Protestant Bible.  They are called the Apocryphal books.  They were written between 400 B.C. and the coming of Jesus.  What you need to know about the the Apocryphal books is they were never considered part of God’s inerrant word.  They were never considered Scripture.  They were like books in a church library.  Nice to read, some good history, some good fantasy, but definitely not directly from God.  Let me bolster my point.
•Although the Apocryphal books were readily available in Jesus’ day, the Jews never considered them part of God’s Word.
•By Jesus’ bookending of the two murders in the Hebrews Old Testament, it shows us Jesus also did not consider the apocryphal books part of God’s Word.
•Jesus, and the other New Testament authors, cite 295 quotations from the Old Testaments for authority in the New.  Yet none of their quotes are from the apocryphal books.
•The apocryphal books contain inaccuracies and teachings contrary to Scripture, for example, some of these books say we are saved by works, not by faith.
•The Roman Catholic church didn’t accept them as Scripture for over 1400 years.
	How did this change?  In 1517, when Luther posted his 95 thesis on the Wittenberg door, many of his concerns centered around how the church of his day had developed practices, that were not found in Scripture, such as praying for the dead.  Some of these practices were rooted in the apocryphal books.  Luther was concerned that while these books were not part of Scripture, for many priests, these books were taught as if they were Scripture.  
	In response to Luther, the Roman Catholic Church convened the council of Trent in 1546 where they exercised the authority they believed they possessed over Scripture and they voted to make the apocryphal books part of the Bible.  So after 400 years of not being accepted as Scripture by the Jews, after not being accepted as Scripture by Jesus, after over 1400 years of not being accepted as part of the Bible by the early church, the Council of Trent decided to  make these books part of the Catholic Bible.
	Remember, according to the Roman Catholic Church, they can do this, because they make the Bible, the Bible doesn’t make them.  This is how the Catholic Bible ended up with books in their Bible we do not have and the reason why we don’t have them.
What about the claims of The Da Vinci Code?
	Let’s go back to where we started with The Da Vinci Code and the claims of Dan Brown.  First of all, was there an alternate gospel in the ancient world called The Gospel of Mary?  Yes, but be careful about stopping the story there.  The gospel of Mary was written sometime during the second century.  Far removed from the actual life and ministry of Christ, the apostles, and the formation of the church.  The Gospel of Mary, and other alternate gospels, are not eyewitness accounts of the life of Jesus.  Their authority is suspect right from the beginning because it is written by someone who was not with Jesus.
	A heresy arose in the ancient world called gnosticism.  Gnosticism was a movement during the early Christian centuries that claimed secret knowledge about Jesus, the world and salvation that wasn’t available to everyone.  Gnosticism was rejected outright by the early church, and for good reason.  It went against everything the early church knew to be true and the eyewitness accounts of Jesus.
	The Gospel of Mary is a gnostic document.  It goes completely against the eyewitness accounts.  It says there is no resurrection, it says there is no second coming of Christ, and there is no such thing as sin.  The early church rejected outright the Gospel of Mary, the Gospel of Thomas and other false gospels for obvious reasons.  They were written over a hundred years after Jesus and they completely contradicted the eyewitness accounts of the apostles.
	Several hundreds of years later, why were church councils like Carthage and Hippo making official New Testament book lists?  To help young Christians avoid being confused on what were the true New Testament books and what were the pseudo gnostic gospels that were circulating to deceive people.
	So just because somebody discovers a Gospel of Mary in a library does not mean there was a conspiracy in a church council to suppress the truth, as Dan Brown claims.  Rather, early church councils listed the books the early church recognized because they wanted to make sure Christians in the generations that followed, like you and me today, wouldn’t be duped into believing Dan Brown’s lie.  They wanted to make sure we knew the books they recognized as Scripture from God so just like them, we could stick to the truth.
	How did we end up with the books in our Bible?  Just as God was able to use fallible people to write infallible books in the Bible, God used the fallible church to infallibly recognize the books of the Bible.
	Were there church councils?  Yes, but church councils didn’t create the Bible, they just formally stated the New Testament that was already accepted by the church so Christians wouldn’t be duped into believing and trusting the false gospels.
Conclusion
	If you are interested in learning more about the Da Vinci Code and how to answer other questions it raises about the Bible, I encourage you to read the Digging Deeper section in this weeks Small Group Work Sheet.
	Next week, we look at our final message in the series before Dr. Tribelhorn comes to speak.  It is called, Personal Reasons to Believe Your Bible. We will learn about this books unique ability to transform lives.
	See you then.


Personal Reasons to Believe Your Bible
 
February 20, 2011
 
	If you are new, I would like to welcome you in the name of Christ.  My name is Kurt.  I am one of the pastors.  This morning, we are in the seventh week of an eight week series called Reasons to Believe Your Bible.  In this series, we are learning rational reasons we can trust the Bible is the Word of God.  This morning, we are applying what we learned from this series as we look at Personal reasons to trust this book.  
	Imagine you are on vacation with your family.  Late at night, with your wife and children asleep in the car, your GPS is leading you through a bad neighborhood of Detroit.  The windows are broken out of homes.  Graffiti and gang symbols are spray painted on the walls of buildings.  The streets, like everything else in the city, are in disrepair.  Because of the darkness, you didn’t see the deep pothole as you turned the corner. Your car lurches back and forth as your wheel sinks into it, which is followed by a popping sound, as your tire goes flat.
	A feeling of terror sets in as you pull over to the side of the road and lock your doors.  Your eyes try to pierce the darkness as you wonder what will happen next.  As you contemplate your next move, a dozen young men spill out of a nearby building and begin strutting toward you.  You can already see yourself and your family being dragged from the car, robbed, beaten or maybe even killed.
	What difference would it make if you discovered these men were on their way home from a Bible study?  Even if you are an atheist, wouldn’t it make you feel better?  In the final analysis, the reason why we believe the Bible is the Word of God, is because it is how God changes lives.
	The Bible is God’s chosen instrument to  transform us. This morning, we are learning how God uses the Bible to change us. We are developing our thoughts under three headings.    1) God uses the Bible to wound us.  2) God uses the Bible to heal us. 3) How can I be transformed by the Bible?
God uses the Bible to wound us.
	This doesn’t sound like good news.  Nobody likes to be wounded.  Nobody likes pain.  But pain isn’t always a bad thing.  Pain is often a saving thing.  When we put our hand on a hot stove, it hurts, but the pain is a saving thing.  God uses the Bible like a nerve system for our spirit to show us how sin is killing us.
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Hebrews 4:12–13 (ESV)
	Comparing the Word of God to a sword is an apt description.  The Roman sword had two edges; it cut both ways.  While the Roman sword was intended to destroy, the wounding of God’s Word is not intended to destroy us, but it is like a surgeon’s knife, that cuts deeply in order to heal us.  Let me show you what I mean as we analyze this verse in more detail.
The Word of God is living and active - This book is not just words on a page, but, it is literally alive.  How is this book alive?  The Bible comes with the authority of God because, as we learned earlier in the series, it is Words spoken by God.  Just as God’s Words spoken in Genesis were powerful enough to fashion physical creation, the words of God in the Bible are the way God fashions a new creation in the human heart.  
	If you are here this morning and you know you need to start over.  You are in the grip of sin, addictions, hatred and un-forgiveness.  You wish you had peace, comfort and joy in spite of circumstances, a marriage that is a blessing not a burden.  The transformation you need can only take place in your heart when the Spirit of God uses the the Word of God to transform your heart and your mind.  God’s Word is alive and it is God’s chosen method to make a new creation in our lives. 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. Isaiah 55:11 (ESV)
	God’s Word will accomplish its purpose.  That is a promise of God we can bank on.  
since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 1 Peter 1:23 (ESV)
	Here the apostle Peter is saying the same thing.  The living Word of God is the way we are born again.  This is the book God uses to transform our lives.  
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. Romans 10:17 (ESV)
	It is not just the reading of the Bible privately that God uses to change us but it is hearing the preaching and teaching of the Bible publicly that God uses to create spiritual life inside of us.  Sometimes people tell me that it isn’t important to go to church.  Yes, it is!  Sitting under the preaching and teaching of the Word of God is the way God transforms our lives.    
The Word of God is sharper than a sword - Today, if we are thinking of something sharp, we think of a razor.  In that day, one of the sharpest blades was the double-edged Roman sword.  It was sharpened to such a fine edge that soldiers could effortlessly cut through flesh, muscle, sinews and even pierce bone.  After all, soldiers in a battle can’t afford to strike ineffective lethal blows, their swords were honed to create damage.  The word used for sharp in the Greek is a special word, it means the capacity to cut efficiently.  It is the word they used to describe the blades used in ancient dissection, a scalpel.
The Word of God pierces - The Bible doesn’t just cut like a sword, but it pierces like one too.  The word for piercing here in the Greek literally means to go through something.  Notice the Word of God does not divide the soul from the spirit; nor does it teach that it separates joints from marrow, since they are not anatomically joined anyway; rather, it teaches that the Word of God penetrates both the soul and the spirit, the joints and the marrow.  In other words, God’s Word effortlessly goes right to the heart of who we are.  Nothing can stop the Word of God from penetrating to the core of a person.  There is no armor they can wear, no shield they can hold, no wall they can hide behind that the power of the Word of God can not penetrate.  What does the word do once it pierces our defenses.
The Bible judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart - The Word of God sits in judgment on all activities of our soul.
	It judges our thoughts.  That is, the things we ponder, what we think about when we drive down the road, what we dream about when we lie in bed, whether pleasant or unpleasant.  Thousands of thoughts go through our heads every day, but the word of God sits in judgment on them, flagging what is evil and affirming what is good.
	Not only does it judge our thoughts, but it even judges our intentions.  This refers to the origins of our thoughts.  Our motives, why we do what we do, are also known and sifted in our hearts by the Word of God.
	Here is the issue.  We are all basically dishonest.  We have carefully crafted defense systems that keep us from seeing ourselves as we really are.  We project an image to others that we want them to believe and sometimes we even believe it about ourselves.
	But when the Word of God comes into our lives, it overcomes all of our defense mechanisms.  When we read the Word or hear the Word preached, it shows us who we really are before God. (James 1:23-24)
What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” Romans 7:7 (ESV)
	So apart from God’s Word, we can not see how evil we are.  God’s Word wounds us.  It cuts past our defenses, and lets us see ourselves in God’s eyes.
God’s Word Heals Us.
	Our natural reaction is to run from something that shows us our sin.  The good news is the Bible not only shows us our sin, but it introduces us to Jesus who loves us in spite of our sin.  Who died in our place, to bring us to God.  
(for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God (Jesus Christ)...Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:19 + 25 (ESV)
	It doesn’t matter how dark our sin is, when we come to God and ask him to forgive us through Jesus Christ’s death on the cross in our place for our sin, he will.  
	Even if you understand this, and it is old news to you, here is the problem most Christians have.  Most of us don’t spend enough time in God’s Word so we understand the depth and darkness of our sin, plus we don’t spend enough time discovering the completeness of our forgiveness and the fullness of God’s love for us through Christ.  
	In preparation for this message, I read a story about Alan Redpath, former pastor of Moody Church in Chicago.  When he was pastor at Moody, he often chided the congregation to be more holy, to be more devoted, to be better in life, to try harder; as most pastors do.
	Years later, Dr. Redpath had a stroke.  During the recovery, sins he thought were no longer part of his life reared their ugly heads again.  Sinful desires, evil daydreams and filthy language dominated his life in those days.  He was so shocked at the darkness of his heart that he asked God to die and go to heaven.  He says that it seemed God spoke to him in those moments and said, “The only good thing about Alan Redpath is Jesus.”
	Long after his recovery, he returned to Moody church to preach.  He apologized to the congregation for preaching sermons he could not live up to, and neither could they.  Because, truth be told, the only good thing about Alan Redpath is Jesus.  The only good thing about Kurt Trucksess is Jesus.  The only good thing about any one of us is Jesus.  How does the apostle Paul say it?
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh... Romans 7:18 (ESV)
	So the Christian life is a life of wounding by the Word as we see our sin and healing by Jesus as we run to him, wanting to know him more because he is the only good thing that lives within us.
How can the Bible transform my life?
	I want to get very practical with this last point.  Everything we have done so far was to get you to this critical stage where we are moving from knowledge to action.  Let’s talk about how to let God’s Word change our lives.
	Pick It Up!
	If you want to benefit from the Bible, you have to pick it up.  It’s not doing any good on your desk, it’s not doing any good on the shelf.  It doesn’t matter if you have a Bible on your coffee table.  To benefit from the Bible, we have to pick it up.
	I know most of us say we don’t have time to pick up the Bible. Let’s talk turkey.  How many times this week have we read a newspaper?  How many times have we read a magazine or surfed the net?  How many times did we aim the remote control from the couch?  How many times did we pick up the book God wrote?  This book that is alive and will transform our life.  Remember, the newspaper is filled with the dead words of men, only the Bible is filled with the life transforming words of God.  This is so exciting that I want to pause and ask you if you have a Bible.
	Not your grandmother’s Bible, but a Bible you really like.  If not, I would recommend you get one and I would recommend a particular translation, the English Standard Version.  It is essentially literal, but it is quite readable and it is the translation we use around the church.  In fact, in preparation for beginning our next series in the book of James, we are replacing all the pew Bibles with ESV Bibles.  To make it even better, in the next few weeks, we are going to offer ESV slimline leather Bibles for purchase at the new information center in the foyer.  They are usually $30 online but we have a deal where we can buy and sell them to you at cost.  Just $7. I don’t think you can get them any cheaper.  We want everyone to have a Bible they can read, love and understand.  That is the first step to having the Bible transform our life.
	Eat it up!
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart,... Jeremiah 15:16 (ESV)
	What food is to our bodies, the Bible is to our souls.  Let me provide you with a practical plan to eat up the Bible.
		Read It
	How much should I read?  It is not a book you will finish in one sitting.  Picture the Bible like your favorite dessert where you want to take a bite or two and then stop to savor it.  If you take it one bite at a time, you will finish it.  If you take just 12 minutes per day, you will have no problem finishing the Bible in a year.
	Where should I start?  I recommend you begin with the gospel of John, which is the fourth book of the New Testament.  It is about the life of Jesus.  Don’t be afraid of marking in your Bible.  As you read the Gospel of John, underline the word believe every time you see it.  Ask yourself, believe what?  Believe whom?  When you finish the Gospel of John, read through 1, 2 and 3 John, then read another gospel.  That should keep you busy for a while.
	What should I do before I read?  Before you read the Bible, have a brief word of prayer asking God to open your mind and heart to his truth and then believe he will.  Also, I don’t recommend you lie on the bed or the couch.  Remember, it is not a magazine, it is God’s Word that God will use to change your life and shape your heart.  I recommend sitting in a comfortable chair at a table and reading through two or three chapters at a time.
		Question It.
	When I was a kid, I didn’t do well on a standardized reading test in junior high so they sent me to a reading teacher.  She taught me that to get more out of what I was reading, I needed to ask the book questions.  Here are some questions to ask the Bible.
	What portion of my reading stands out to me?  Chances are, God’s Holy Spirit will draw you to a portion of what you read.  Probably you will have underlined it.  Go back to that portion and ask the following questions.
	Why does this part have my attention?
	Is there an example for me to follow?  Many times God simply says to me, “Kurt, there is an example for you to follow, that is what a Godly man looks like.”  I ask God to help me be that way.
	Is there an error to avoid?  It is very comforting to know that if we have stepped in the wrong direction, God’s Holy Spirit will take God’s Word and use a portion of it to show us the sin in our life.  It is easy to see the mistakes of others, but it is harder to see our own mistakes.  This is where the Holy Spirit uses God’s Word to show us what we are really like.
	Is there a duty to perform?  Is there something I am neglecting in my work or my home life that God speaks to me about.  I often find God speaking to me through his Word not just about how I have strayed and done wrong but what I am neglecting in my life and failing to do right.
	Is there a promise to claim?  There are hundreds of promises in the Bible that God makes to us.  For instance, God says, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  So even when we feel God is not there, thankfully, we know he has promised not to leave.  
	Is there a sin for me to confess?  I suppose this is obvious, but it happens all the time as we read God’s Word, he will show us our sin.  Thankfully there is a promise that goes with this.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 (ESV)
	Plan and Journal It!
	Of course, each of us needs a plan of action for when to read the Bible, but we also need a plan of action for how to apply the Bible.  Along with your Bible, have a notebook.  When God speaks to you about something, put the date on the top of the page and write down what God is laying on your heart.  Write notes in your Bible and write notes in your notebook.  If God convicts you about sin, write down a strategy to deal with the sin.  Too many people are convicted by the Word of God but they never follow the prompting of God’s Spirit to do anything about it.  Journaling and making a response plan will be used by God to transform your life.
	Pray It!
	I know many here are young Christians and you aren’t sure how to pray or how to pray for more than 30 seconds.  That is OK.  Here is a great way to pray.  Pray God’s Word right back to him at the end of your Bible reading time.  When you pray God’s Word back to him, it is incredibly powerful because it bring focus to your prayer and God will work to transform your heart while you pray.
	Share It!
	When you learn something from God’s Word, take the time to share it with somebody else.  If you are married, take the time to talk with your spouse about what you wrote down in your notebook from the Bible that day.  I know some of you are saying you don’t have time to talk with your spouse.  You are the guys with boring marriages.  Your wife desperately wants you to be the spiritual leader in your home, men.. shut off the television and sit down with her over a cup of tea and talk about your day and God’s Word.  Trust me, you will thank me six months from now.
	If you have kids, dad’s, be leaders and get the kids around the table at 9:00 P.M. and read a little of the Bible together; preferably something you studied earlier in the day.  If your children are old enough, they should share what they learned in God’s Word.  When you share God’s Word with others, there is a huge amount of joy and spiritual vitality God puts into our lives.
Conclusion
	This morning, is God calling you to be transformed by the power of His Word?  When we read the Word we will be wounded because we will see ourself as God sees us.  But with the wounding, will come the healing as we see how complete is God’s love and forgiveness through Jesus.  
	The real challenge is now that we know we can really trust the Bible, and we know how the Bible will transform us, will we become people of the book?  Will we pick it up, eat it up and be changed by it.  This week, fathers, go home and be leaders of the Bible in your home.  Each one of us, seek God through the Bible and we will find ourselves transformed.
 
 
 


 
Logical Reasons - Small Group Work Sheet
January 9, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker
•Catch up from Christmas.  Where did you go?  What did you do?  Were you ready to get back to a routine?
•Pastor Kurt shared that in the postmodern world, we are more interested in consensus than truth.  Examples included Wikipedia, online star rating systems and user feedback for web sites like www.amazon.com.  Do you agree or disagree with him?  Can you think of other examples that demonstrate the same thing?
•What is dangerous about defining truth by consensus. 
 
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•What is wrong with saying, “We can trust the Bible is God’s Word because it claims to be?”  What is right about saying the same thing?
•The Bible claims to contain the very words of God and the very words of God spoken through his prophet.  These claims are made over 1,500 times. Can you think of any books in the Bible where the author was not aware he was writing Scripture but was still inspired by God?  (Check this message at the www.christ2Rculture.com web site for the answer.)
•How does the all-or-nothing claims the Bible makes for itself change the way you think about it? 
•How does the Bible differ from the Book of Mormon?  Check the web to read the full letter from National Geographic about the book of Mormon.  (http://irr.org/mit/national-geographic.html)
•What is Unity of Authorship and Unity of Theme and how do they logically identify God as the author behind the Bible? 
•The third logical argument from this weekends message is that if the Bible is the Word of God, we need to weave it into our life.  Of the three take action challenges, which ones did you commit to?
[image: bullet]I will read at least three chapters of the Bible a week for the duration of the series.
[image: bullet]I will memorize Scripture with the rest of the church body.
[image: bullet]I will read My Professor Says the Bible is a Myth.
 
 
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  Can We Prove the Bible is the Word of God?
	In this series, Pastor Kurt will give reasons to believe the Bible is the Word of God. But it’s possible a skeptic might remain unconvinced. He might be looking for a kind of proof that is unavailable. First, remember there are very few things in life that can be proven in an absolute sense. For example, we all know that 2+2 = 4 is a proposition that needs no proof because it is self evident to the person who understands the meaning of the terms. But mathematics is about the only discipline in which we have such certainty.
	Other kinds of knowledge are always dependent on observation and experience. When all the evidence is in, we say we have proved a proposition, but even then, there still might be exceptions. For example, scientists who have studied thousands of snowflakes tell us no two are alike. We might say they have proved this. But have they proved it absolutely?  Think of the hundreds of billions of snowflakes they never compared to one another!  At the end of the day, scientists can’t prove no two snowflakes are alike absolutely.
	When it comes to history, it is even more difficult to prove things, especially the older the history we are trying to prove. For example, it is much easier to prove Bill Clinton was President of the United States than the Greeks conquering of Troy.
	This is also true in the case of the Bible.  We must remember historical studies can only take us so far.  In this series we will discover an impressive amount of evidence to believe the Bible, but just like any other event of history, evidence, especially old evidence, can only take us so far.  It gives us reasonable proof, never absolute proof.  Faith must take us the rest of the way. Reasonable faith, but faith never-the-less.  With the Bible, there are some things even evidence can not prove.  They must be taken by faith.  For example, historical studies can marshal impressive evidence that a man named Christ died on a Roman cross and that his followers persisted in the belief he rose from the dead.  Historical studies can provide impressive evidence for the birth of the church but historical investigation cannot verify that he died for our sins.  That is something we take by faith. There is no way to prove it!
	No matter how much evidence for the credibility of the Bible is accumulated, I must stress that the truth of the Bible will involve accepting it by faith.  A reasonable faith based on historical evidence, not a blind faith,... but faith will always be involved.  If arguments for the truth of the Bible were absolute, no faith would be needed.  All we would have to do is point to the evidence and prove it like a math problem and people would have to believe.  But that is not the way anything is proven from ancient or modern history.  As they say in the court room, it is proof beyond reasonable doubt and faith is needed the rest of the way.
	Skeptics who are open to the possibility that God has intervened in history, men and women who have a desire to know the truth, even if it challenges their self perception, might find this series their pathway to faith. By understanding the reasonableness of the Bible, they may be led to give it an honest hearing. They might find their curiosity stimulated, their appetites whetted, and their hearts turned toward Christ, the center of our faith. I hope the Spirit of God will use the Word of God to bring about a transformation that is their gateway to eternal life.
	I pray that the most radical skeptic who has dismissed the Bible will be changed in this series and these arguments will lead him or her to the study of the Scriptures they have long abandoned. 

Historical Reasons - Small Group Work Sheet
January 16, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker
•What stories in the Bible do you think most people find hardest to believe? 
•Have you ever experienced doubts about the Bible?  How do you handle them?
 
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•George Orwell stated, Who controls the past controls the future; who controls the present controls the past.  What are the ramifications of redefining history?  
•What would you say to someone who said archaeology has confirmed the Bible has mistakes?
•Explain the history to theology link and why it is essential for the Bible to present flawless history.
•The key thing to remember about the Old Testament is its accuracy.  What techniques did the Jewish Scribes use to insure copies of Old Testament books were identical to the original?
•Pastor Kurt shared three historical discoveries that confirmed the Bible’s version of history was right, and the former consensus of scholars was wrong.  Which one was your favorite?  What does this tell you about the limits of historical scholarship?
•Why is modern archaeology causing such a fast erosion of biblical confidence?  What recent discovery, if the academic world will accept the facts, is returning confidence to the biblical account?
•While the Old Testament was copied accurately, the New Testament was copied plentifully.  By what kind of margin do New Testament manuscripts outnumber anything else from antiquity?  Why does this plentifulness of New Testament manuscripts give us confidence in the New Testament’s accuracy?
•What works of secular history confirm biblical accuracy?
•How has this sermon changed your confidence in the Bible?
 
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  How did the Dead Sea bring the Old Testament to life?
 
How were the scrolls discovered?
	We often wonder how we know that the Bible in our hands came down to us accurately.  The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the Old Testament has not substantially changed for centuries.  Here is a synopsis of perhaps the most important of all archaeological stories.
	In March of 1947, a Bedouin shepherd, looking for a lost goat near the Dead Sea, threw a stone to ward off other animals and heard the sound of something breaking when it landed.  He found a companion and together they went into a cave where they saw several large jars containing rolls of leather and papyrus wrapped in cloths.  They smuggled them across the border between Israel and Jordan and found an antique dealer in Bethlehem, who bought them for a small fee.  The merchant told a Syrian scholar in Jerusalem about them, but he was unable to identify their age or significance.  The Syrian acquired several of the manuscripts and stored them in the Monastery of St. Mark in Old Jerusalem.
	Realizing these manuscripts might be of considerable value, the Syrian scholar sought the advice of L’Echole Biblique, a French institution in Jerusalem devoted to biblical and archaeological study.  A Dutch professor, from L’Echole Biblique, visited the monastery and examined one of the texts.  He recognized it to be an ancient copy of Isaiah.  When he returned to his French colleagues, they assured him that no such manuscript of antiquity could possibly exist, so the matter was dropped.
	Eventually, two librarians from Hebrew University in Jerusalem visited the monastery and recognized the manuscripts needed further evaluation.  By the time professor E.L. Sukenik, of the Hebrew University, returned from America to Jerusalem in November 1947, he realized that he may have discovered one of the greatest historical finds of all time.
	By now, the caves by the Dead Sea were being scoured for other scrolls.  In all, they yielded fourteen significant finds.
 
Where did the scrolls come from?
	In 140 B.C., a group of people called the Essenes left the city of Jerusalem to survive in the barren, dry caves of the Judean hills.  Qumran, as the site was called, was established to preserve the purity of the priesthood and to cling to the law of Moses and the prophets.  In A.D. 60, Rome became weary of the Jewish rebellions and decided to crush them throughout the land, including this community.  This Essene community hid their scrolls in the caves as they fled the wrath of Rome.  There the scrolls remained for two-thousand years.
 
What is their significance?
	Until these scrolls were found, the oldest Old Testament manuscripts dated back to A.D. 800.  These scrolls are between 800 and a thousand years older than those manuscripts.  Portions of every Old Testament book were found, except for the book of Esther.  This gives us an opportunity to glimpse at how the Old Testament changed over a thousand year period of time.
	Dr. Gleason Archer summarizes the findings this way.  From the two copies of Isaiah found in the caves they “proved to be word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95% of the text.  The 5% variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and variations in spelling.”  Now what is even more amazing is scholars believe the text we have in our hands, is even more accurate than the Dead Sea Scrolls!  How can that be?  That is a story for another time but if you have extra time as a group, discuss what could possibly make that true.

Prophetic Reasons - Small Group Work Sheet
January 23, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker
•What are the most bizarre tabloid claims you read at the Wal-Mart checkout line? 
•Why do you think people continue to read the tabloids?
 
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•Was the prediction of Cyrus, King of Persia, a new prophecy to you?  How do you imagine scholars try to explain this amazing prediction away?  
•What affect did the prophecies about Judah’s exile and subsequent release from Babylon have upon the ancient Israelites, especially when they were given and fulfilled with such with such a high level of precision?  What affect does God want those ancient prophecies to have on us?
•Ezekiel’s prophecies about the destruction of Tyre had a two stage fulfillment.  Are there other prophecies you can think of where God didn’t completely fulfill them at one time?  Why do you think God might choose to fulfill a prophecy in more than one stage?
•Of the prophecies about Christ from the Old Testament, which ones do you find most convincing?
•Some Old Testament prophecies about Christ were not apparent until the life of Christ was held next to them.  Of the given prophecies, which ones did you feel have the vaguest link?  Why?
•The Old Testament prophecies of Christ do not appear significant individually, it is the cumulative weight of over 300 of them in one person that provides irrefutable evidence for Jesus as the Messiah.  How would you explain the cumulative weight argument to a friend in a visual way they would understand?
•How was your faith in the Bible altered after todays study?
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  Daniel, seeing the future like reading a newspaper.
 
	Daniel is a remarkable prophet who foresaw the major kingdoms that would arise in the Near East.  He predicted the Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman Empires in such detail that even honest skeptics must admit that he received his visions from God.
	In his first vision, he saw a statue of a man.  The head was gold and represented the nation of Babylon; the breast and arms were silver, representing Medo-Persia; its belly and thighs were bronze, representing Greece; and finally its legs were of iron, representing Rome.
	Daniel not only told King Nebuchadnezzar what he dreamt, but he interpreted it for him.
You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, and into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all these. Daniel 2:37–40 (ESV)
	If there is any doubt as to the kingdoms predicted, they are actually identified in Daniel 8.  The kingdom which would follow Babylon is named Medo-Persia; then follows Greece; and, of course, Rome.
	What is most startling, Daniel gives vivid details of the rise of Alexander the Great and the fact that after his death, his kingdom would be divided among four rulers.
Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion and do as he wills. And as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not to his posterity, nor according to the authority with which he ruled, for his kingdom shall be plucked up and go to others besides these. Daniel 11:3–4 (ESV)

	Some 200 years after Daniel wrote, Alexander the Great, who had no heirs, arose; and after his death, his kingdom was divided among his four generals.  As the plot thickens, Daniel continues to write as if he had a front row seat.
	Daniel wrote about the rise of Antiochus Epiphanes and that he would pollute the temple.  This took place when Antiochus Epiphanes sacrificed a pig on the altar in Jerusalem to desecrate the temple.  Despite his persecutions and apparent victories, he ended in humiliation, just as Daniel predicted.
	It is estimated there are 135 prophecies in Daniel 11:1-35, all of which were literally fulfilled!  Near the end of the chapter, Daniel turns his attention to a future ruler, most probably the Anti-christ who is yet to come.  Antiochus foreshadowed this man.
“And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. Daniel 11:36 (ESV)

Only God could know all these details!  Only God could have Daniel write prophecy as if it were history!  

Christological Reasons - Small Group Work Sheet
January 30, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker
•Were you part of the winter games?  What activities did you participate in? 
•If you have children in winter sports, how well did they do in their game over the weekend?
•If you could live in a place with no winters, would you?
 
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•What Bible stories do Christians either subconsciously or intentionally clip out of their Bibles?
•Pastor Kurt said that if we can trust Christ to be our savior, we can trust Christ to be our teacher about this book.  Using the Bible to guide our interpretation of the Bible is considered by some to be circular reasoning.  Is it?  How would you respond to someone who says this argument for the reliability of the Old Testament is based on circular reasoning?
•Was the authority of the verb tenses in Scripture something new to you?  How does that change the way you read your Bible?  Does this whet your appetite to use a translation that maintains a high degree of precision to the original languages, like the ESV?  What happens when you lose precision in a translation?
•What teachings and traditions have usurped the authority of Scripture in the lives of believers?  What is the danger of attaching ourselves to teachings and traditions in place of Scripture? 
•Do you believe the words of Scripture contain supernatural authority and power when we quote, ponder and memorize them?  How do the Words of Scripture work during times of trials and temptation?  What would the supernatural power of God’s Words look like when it is manifests itself in our lives?
•How was your faith in the Bible altered after todays study?
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  Could the disciples have made up the stories of Christ?
 
	In the back of our minds we might be wondering:  Could the disciples have made up the story of Christ?  Is it possible Christ’s followers were overcome with messianic fever and they embellished the stories of Jesus to turn an ordinary man into the Messiah?
	In History and Christianity, Dr. John Montgomery gives three reasons why the disciples were incapable of making Jesus, the man, into a Messiah of their liking.
1)Jesus, as described in the New Testament, differs radically from the kind of Messiah anticipated by the Jews in the first century.  For example, Jesus’ declaration that it was not his desire to convert Gentiles to Judaism but to break down the wall between Jews and Gentiles and make them one, in himself, was unheard of.  The Jews expected the Messiah to compel the Gentiles to fulfill all the demands of the law.
The Jews of the day also expected the Messiah to appear with a sword to break the Roman occupation and to restore the ten lost tribes of Israel.  Christ was a bitter disappointment on those accounts.
2)The disciples were psychologically incapable of taking a man and calling him God.  The central tenant of Judaism is “The Lord our God is one”... Deuteronomy 6:4.  The greatest blasphemy of all was calling a man, or object, God.  For the disciples to deify a mere man would be to contradict the most basic point of the law.  The disciples needed to be convinced beyond a shadow of doubt that Christ was the Messiah, the son of God, for them to accept a mere man as God.
3)It was the resurrection that transformed these men into convinced followers of Christ.  These men knew the difference between fact and fiction.  They saw false Messiahs come and go so they were naturally skeptical of Christ’s claims, even after seeing numerous miracles.  It was only after he rose from the dead they were convinced he was the Messiah.  They were so convinced, all but one of them died for that claim.
Doubting Thomas, as the disciple is frequently called, reminds us Christ is accommodating to skeptics whose hearts are open to embrace the truth but who sincerely believe there is not enough evidence.
Eight days after appearing to the other disciples, Christ showed up again and gave Thomas a challenge.  “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side.  Do not disbelieve, but believe.”  John 20:27
Christ is willing and eager for us to check the evidence ourselves, if we are the type of person that needs proof. 
A Buddhist in Africa was converted to Christianity.  When he was asked why he changed religions, this was his reply. “If you were walking along and came to a fork in the road and two men were there and one was dead and the other alive, which man’s directions would you follow?”  
If the Christ of the Bible had not existed, no one would ever have invented him.


Scientific Reasons - Small Group Worksheet
February 6, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker
•How much colder do you think it will get this year?  If you could go some place warm, where would it be?
•Imagine there is no God and you are a product of chance.  How would you feel about the world, yourself, your future and the difference between right and wrong?
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•What part of the message was most meaningful to you?
•Did you understand the geological column?  Have you heard of it before?  Can you explain the problems with it?
•When animals die, why don’t they fossilize today?
•What are problems with radioactive dating?
•What are some of the biological problems with evolution?
•What are the three questions those who believe in evolution can’t answer?
•Did you understand any of the mathematical proofs that evolution is impossible?
•What part of the message was most meaningful to you?
•How would you talk to someone who is convinced evolution is an established fact?  (Remember 1 Peter 3:15)
•Share some things you are thankful for in God’s creation such as places you have visited and things you enjoy.
•How does it make you feel when you look at the immensity of God’s creation when you stare into the night sky?
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  Uniqueness of the Solar System
 
	The Human Eye[image: Preview-filtered.png]
	Pg. 332 of Biology, a textbook from Spirit Lake High School, shows the evolution of the eye.
Anatomists are hard pressed to explain the evolution of the eye.  The eye has automatic aiming, automatic focus, automatic aperture adjustment.  It can focus on a human hair and it makes 100,000 adjustments a day.
The human eye is so complex and sophisticated that scientists today do not fully understand how it functions.  It is hard to understand how something as complex as the eye could develop by chance because the eye is useless unless it is fully developed.
Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, said the complexity of the Lord defied evolution.
To suppose that the eye, with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to different distances, for admitting different amounts of light, and for the correction of spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest possible degree... The belief that an organ as perfect as the eye could have formed by natural selection is more than enough to stagger anyone.3
What makes this even more difficult is to believe is that it is not just one eye that had to randomly develop but many different eyes in many different organisms.
Migratory Instincts[image: rbgr1-filtered.png]
	For the White Throated Warbler, as summer draws to a close, and young birds become more independent, the parent birds take off for Africa, leaving their young behind.  The younger generation takes off several weeks later and [image: GoldenPloverFeathers-filtered.png]flies instinctively across thousands of miles of unfamiliar land and sea to rejoin their parents.  How do they manage to navigate with such precision across such distances, especially since they have never been there before.
	Experiments have shown that the brains of birds have inherited knowledge of how to tell latitude, longitude, and direction by the stars, plus a calendar, a clock, and all the necessary navigational data!
	Many species of birds and other animals perform similar migratory feats.  The Golden Plover travels some 8,000 miles south from the Hudson Bay region, crossing about 2,000 miles over the sea from Nova Scotia to the Caribbean countries, and winters in Argentina.  It returns by way of Central America and the Mississippi Valley.  The barn swallow migrates some 9,000 miles from northern Canada to Argentina.  The Arctic Tern migrates some 14,000 miles each year traveling from pole to pole and back.  Whales, fur seals, bats, salmon, turtles, eels, lemmings, and various other animals also migrate.
	The cause of migrations and the incredible sense of direction shown by these animals presents the evolutionist with one of the most baffling problems of science.  Evolutionists are hard pressed to explain how these instincts developed by chance alone.  Piecemeal development is impossible because lack of perfect migration would result in extinction.
 


Providential Reasons - Small Group Work Sheet
February 13, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker[image: davinci_code_f-filtered.png]
•Have you read, The Da Vinci Code?  What did you think of it?  If you haven’t read it, do you know someone who has?  What was their reaction to the book?
•This sermon is the most technical of this series.  What did you not understand that you would like the group to discuss tonight?
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•Where were the books of the Old Testament kept?
•Why is the table of contents between the Hebrew Bible (Our Old Testament) and the English Old Testament different?  Examine them in the graphics below to see the difference.
•How is Luke 11:50-51 an incidental proof of the books Jesus accepted as His Bible?
•What was the criteria for accepting as authoritative the books we have in our New Testament?
•What books in the Old Testament and New Testament was a small minority unsure about and why?
•By what time in history were the books of our New Testament accepted as authoritative by the church in the ancient world?  What time in history did Gnostic and other false gospels begin to appear?  What time in history did church councils create official lists of the authoritative New Testament books the church recognized?  What do these dates tell us about the authority of the late gnostic gospels and the churches response to them?
•How do Catholics and Protestants look at the Bible differently?
•Why does the Catholic Bible have more books in it than the Protestant Bible?  What would you say to someone who said that as Protestants, we are missing part of the Bible?
•Who assembled the books of the Bible together and how was it done?
•What would you say to a friend who was struggling to trust their Bible after reading The Da Vinci Code? 
•What parts of the message are you struggling to understand.  Discuss them with the small group and read the sermon manuscript online if necessary.
•Go to www.Christ2Rculture.com and click the Message of the Week button.  At the bottom of the message, leave your unanswered questions and sermon thoughts for the church.
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  The rest of The Da Vinci Code story
Who is Mary Magdalene?
There are many women named Mary in the Bible.  The best known is, of course, Mary the mother of Jesus.  Then there is Mary of Bethany, who lived with her sister, Martha, and her brother, Lazarus, who was raised from the dead by Jesus.  This Mary was the one who poured perfume on Jesus’ feet and wiped it with her hair (see John 11-12).  Neither of these women is Mary Magdalene.
The Mary we are discussing is Mary Magdalene.  Magdalene is not her last name; it designates the city she was from - the city of Magdalene in Galilee.  This Mary had a rough history.  Read Luke 8:1-3 to learn about it.  She had been possessed by seven demons, a most severe affliction.  Jesus delivered her from the demons and she was so grateful for what he did she devoted herself to his cause, giving of her time, service and financial support, and becoming part of his inner circle with the other disciples.  Mary is included in many of the key scenes about Christ including his crucifixion, burial and perhaps most significant of all, she was the first witness of the resurrection.  This is a prime example of not only how Jesus honored Mary, but how he elevated the role of women in his day.
Mary Magdalene and Jesus
In The Da Vinci Code a character of Brown’s invention contends that this is not all that we know about Mary; she was married to Jesus, and the marriage is a matter of historical record.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  There is no historical record whatsoever supporting the idea that Mary was in a romantic relationship with Jesus, much less married to him.  There is no evidence that indicates Mary had a relationship with Jesus beyond being a committed, devoted, spiritual follower.  
Karen King, a history professor at Harvard University and one of the world’s leading authorities on Mary Magdalene, states categorically that there was no such relationship between Mary and Jesus.
So where did Brown get this idea?  From Holy Blood, Holy Grail, a book that was published in 1982 and that the New York Times Book Review called one of the all-time classic examples of pop pseudo-history.  And what was the source of Holy Blood, Holy Grail’s information?  Neither the Bible, nor ancient manuscripts, but French folklore.
What is the motivation behind such fabrications?  Dan Brown himself has said on his website that he has a desire to promote the idea of the “sacred feminine” - goddess worship.  One of the characters in the book says that “the quest for the Holy Grail is literally the quest to kneel before the bones of Mary Magdalene.”  In fact, the novel ends with the main character worshiping Mary Magdalene, seemingly experiencing her as a goddess.
The Art of Da Vinci
One of the more intriguing assertions made in Brown’s novel is that there are hidden messages about all of this in Da Vinci’s art.  According to Brown, Leonardo filled his work with clues and signs pointing to Mary Magdalene as the wife of Jesus, mother of his child, and the Holy Grail.
The main work he focuses on is Leonardo Da Vinci’s famed mural The Last Supper.  Brown claims that in the painting, the apostle to the right of Jesus is not the apostle John but Mary Magdalene.  Anyone who has seen this work agrees that the apostle John does look a bit feminine.  Yet, art historians do not believe Leonardo was trying to portray a women.  It was common during the renaissance period to portray the apostle John as young, fair and clean-shaven.
It has also been observed that Da Vinci had a tendency to portray all young men in his paintings in a feminine manner.  Whether this was due to his alleged homosexuality or his stylistic taste, we do not know.
Not only is the apostle next to Jesus in The Last Supper not Mary Magdalene, it was never intended to be construed as such.  In Venice resides the preliminary sketches of the painting.  Not only did Leonardo make the sketches but he labeled each apostle in the painting.  Guess who is labeled next to Jesus,...  John!
Brown also makes much of the fact there is no chalice in the picture, claiming that Leonardo wanted Mary to be seen as the Holy Grail.  Yet even the most novice of art historians have pointed out that there was no chalice present because Leonardo wasn’t painting the moment when the bread and the wine were being passed.  The scene is the moment when Jesus announced that one of the apostles would betray him.  That explains why each apostle has a look of shock on their face and why the face of Judas is shaded.
Readers must realize that The Da Vinci Code truly is a work of fiction even though Dan Brown claims his novel is based on countless facts.  Most of his facts are either exaggerations or outright falsehoods.  The biggest problem is that most people do not know the difference between fact and fantasy in his book.


Personal Reasons - Small Group Work Sheet
February 20, 2011
 
Part 1 - Ice Breaker
•How has God’s Word transformed your life? Do you remember the time or times when the word of God became real to you -- that you became passionate to read and follow it? 
•Do you have a friend who went through an amazing life transformation because of God’s Word?  Share the story.
Part 2 - Sermon Review
•Read Hebrews 4:12-13 again. What does it mean when it says the “word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit...?”
•Many times we don’t like to hear bad news.  Why is the Bible’s wounding so important?  What does the importance of wounding teach you about sharing the gospel with others?
•In the story of Alan Redpath, we learned the only good thing about us is Jesus.  How does that change the way you feel about yourself and your sins?  How does it affect the way you view others, whether friends or enemies?
•Do you have a plan to read the Bible?  Share your plan with the group.  What Bible reading plans have worked well for you and which ones have not, and why?  If not, make a plan in the group and develop a way to hold one another accountable.
•What did you think of the steps to help you learn more from the Bible?  Which of the ideas do you plan to incorporate to help you in your personal Bible study?
•Are you planning on attending church next week to hear Dr. Tribelhorn?  Are you planning on attending the Saturday evening outreach event?  Who have you asked to join you?  February 22 is the ticket deadline, only 2 days away.  Now is the time to buy your tickets and invite your friends.
Part 3 - Digging Deeper...  How to Be Happy
 
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;... Psalm 19:8a (ESV)
 
Precepts are God’s rulings, His prescriptions, pronouncements, principles.  The world has principles too, doesn’t it?  Stuff like:  “You only go around once, so go for the gusto.”  Everyone has heard of worldly principles like these.  You have your favorites, I am sure.
But in contrast to all this faulty human thinking, that seldom guides and never satisfies, are the precepts of the Lord.  God’s precepts are right.  They’re not off-track, not even by one degree.  What God’s word says is right in all that it asserts.
Never will we have so much joy in this world as when we are living in conformity to God’s Word.  Like an engine firing on all cylinders.  Like a symphony with all the instruments playing in perfect harmony together.  God’s precepts give us the ability to live life with joy in our heart.  We need to remember that every time we are tempted.  Every temptation is only a facade for happiness.  Behind the facade is always bitterness that outweighs any temporary joy.  True happiness is found in keeping the precepts of the Lord.
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